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Lesson for January 4 in this issue 


Lesson 1.—The Birth of John the Baptist. Luke 1. 


Notes on Open Letters: 

Sir William Ramsay on the Bible’s First Question .. 
Great’ Britain and Palestine. By Thomas M. Chalmers 
Do the Gospels Present a Fourfold Picture? By Clar- 

ONBS. TE, BEBGOD,. Jl. cacissccrrccccccescescccccccccccsccccs 
A Teacher’s Scrapbooks. By Jennie E. Stewart 
International Uniform Lesson 
Wade C, Smith’s Engagements 
A South Sea Pioneer 
Christian Boys’ Winter Camp 
Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. By John W. Lane, Jr. 
Children at Home 
Church Equipment Service 
For Family Worship. By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. .. 








DVERTISING has gone through many changes 

throughout the years ; — but its purpose remains 

the same—to tell others of new and interesting 

products that offer increased efficiency and economy. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES readers will find many  use- 

ful suggestions in the TIMES’ advertising columns 
every week. 




















Thou Remainest 
By Annie Johnson Flint 
Thou, O Lord, remainest for ever. — Lamentations 5 419. 


HOU remainest, Thou the changeless, 
Though all else on earth may change, 

Old joys fade, new griefs awaken, 

Old things pass and new are strange. 
Strength declines and footsteps falter 

On the dark path we must face ; 
Thou remainest! Thou remainest! 

God of glory and of grace. 


Thou remainest, Thou our refug+, 
When our hopes are all laid low ; 
Though our faith in man may weaken, 
Faith in Thee will stronger grow. 
Heavy burdens weight our shoulders ; 
And the night brings no release ; 
Thou remainest! Thou remainest! 

God of power and of peace. 


Thou remainest, Everlasting, 
When all else shall pass away ; 
Friends are gone and pleasures fail us, 
And the clouds obscure our way, 
Still Thy promise stands unshaken, 
Life and death its truth shall prove; 
Thou remainest! Thou remainest! 
God of wisdom and of love. 


Bishop Manning’s Brave Stand ; 

“For Christians the moral standards given to the 
world by Christ are not open to debate.” Thus wrote 
Bishop Manning of New York some time ago to Ben 
B. Lindsey, the former Denver judge who was dis- 
barred- by the Colorado State Supreme Court on 
charges of professional misconduct. Against the pro- 
tests of Bishop Gilbert, Bishop Lloyd, and Bishop 
Manning the New York Churchmen’s Association im- 
vited the ex-judge to be its guest and speaker. The 
bishops were ignored, the invitation was persisted in, 
and Lindsey’s address was given. Then Bishop Man- 
ning very properly took the matter up publicly in a 
sermon preached in the Cathedral of St. John the 
Divine. Lindsey was present, and at the close of the 
sermon he made the outcry that resulted in his being 
taken from the church under arrest by the police. 
The Christian world owes Bishop Manning a debt of 
gratitude for his courageous action and uncompro- 
mising utterance. The disbarred judge, as is well 





known, has written a book advocating companionate 
marriage. Concerning the invitation extended by the 
Churchmen’s Association to Lindsey to speak before 
them the Bishop rightly said: “The issue of free 
speech is not involved here. I hold that it is the 
right and duty of the clergy to hear and read and 
inform themselves on all sides these questions, but 
I hold that it was a grave mistake and a shocking 
thing for a gathering of our clergy to give their 
countenance and indorsement to the former Judge 
Lindsey by inviting him in this way. ... Our work 
as ministers of Christ is to fight such teaching with 
our whole life and strength, not to countenance it by 
parley and debate. ... As to his latest book I can 
only say here, speaking as a bishop of the church, 
that it is in my judgment the most filthy, insidious, 
and cieverly written piece of propaganda ever pub- 
lished in behalf of lewdness, promiscuity, adultery, 
and unrestrained sexual gratification, and I believe 
that this would be the verdict upon it of any clean- 
minded person. ... Dean Inge said recently that one 
of the most serious things in our life today is our 
lack of the capacity for moral indignation. There are 
things against which our. indignation as Christians 
should blaze forth hot and fierce and clear, and such 
are the teachings of this former judge.” 


a= 


Lower Ground, or Higher? 


Sight is on lower ground than faith. God asks 
us to take him at his word and really trust him — by 
faith, not by sight. Sometimes, be it said to our 
shame, we will not do this. And so in his infinite 
patience, when we will not believe without proof or 
sight, the Lord may graciously meet us on our low 
ground and give us a convincing proof or sight. The 
risen Lord Jesus did this for unbelieving Thomas. 
Thomas had declared: “Except I shall see in his hands 
the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print 
of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, 1 will 
not believe” (John 20:25). The Lord had given 
Thomas his own word that he would rise again from 
the dead, after his crucifixion; but the word of the 
Lord Jesus Christ was not enough for Thomas. And 
so the Lord met Thomas on his own low ground of 


Winning Canadian 


N THE cover of the little book was stamped 


“The Gospel according to St. John.” It had 

been donated by the Bible Society, and carried 
by a missionary of the Canadian Sunday School Mis- 
sion, from whose hands it passed into the possession 
of a little country girl. Her parents had come from 
one of the crowded European countries, to make a 
home on the prairies of Western Canada. The rich 
soil yielded sufficient for their bodily needs, the Gov- 
ernment provided a school that aided the mental de- 
velopment of this child and her numerous brothers 
and sisters, but no man apparently cared for their 
souls. Church or Sunday-school there was none. Day 
by day little Annie “grew in wisdom and stature,” 
but not “in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ,” until the coming of the mis- 
sionary last May. He gave her the little Gospel, and 
told her of the Bible Memory Contest which children 
more than two miles from a religious service could 
enter. 

Although the contestants had been memorizing all 
winter Annie decided to try for the highest award 
—eight days at camp for five hundred Bible verses. 
Was it the promise of marshmallow roasts, bonfires, 
and bathing that attracted? It probably contributed 
somewhat to her eagerness to attend, but the state- 
ment in the folder that there would be Christian 
teaching and Gospel music also made a strong appeal. 
For in a meeting held by the missionary this girl, 
and twenty others, received Christ as Saviour. “It 
— was a happy night,” commented Annie in speaking 
ot it. 

To learn five hundred verses in less than two months 


unbelieving demand, and appeared to him, and offered 
to let the doubting disciple feel with his own hands 
the crucifixion wounds in his Saviour’s hands and 
side. Thomas saw and believed, He believed only 
after he had seen. The same crucified and risen Lord 
has sometimes met our unbelief by special evidence 
that we can see. But he says to us just what he 
did to Thomas: “Blessed are they that have not 
seen, and yet have believed.” If we are doubting and 
wondering today whether to take God at his word, 
without evidence and without sight, shall we not 
come gladly, eagerly, trustingly on to the higher 
ground of faith alone? He has* never broken his 
word; he will keep it with us. 


7” 
Who Is To Blame? 


When we sin, whom do we blame? It is very 
easy to blame some one else. The Keswick Calendar 
quotes the pointed comment: “If you lose your tem- 
per, you must not blame the person who has occa- 
sioned it; you must blame yourself.” It is true that 
we are sometimes tried sorely by those around us — 
just as we sometimes try them sorely! But if others 
treat us in a way that, naturally, is intensely irritating 
or thoroughly exasperating, whose fault really is it 
if we show irritation or exasperation? Whose fault 
is it if we even feel irritation or exasperation within? 
We can have something much better than a “natural” 
experience under these circumstances; we can have a 
supernatural experience, something brought to pass 
by a miracle-working Saviour and Lord in our irner- 
most heart. If we fail to have this victory, it is not 
the fault of the person who has tempted us, no mat- 
ter how wrong that one may be; it is our own fault. 
God has given us his covenanted Wor. that “sin 
shall not have dominion over you,” and that we may 
have “the peace of God, which passeth all understand- 
ing.” No one but ourselves can take these super- 
natural blessings from us. No one but God can give 
them to us—but how abundantly and unfailingly he 
can and does give us victory when we trust him, for 
he “is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think, according to the power that worketh 
in us. 


Children for Christ 


is no easy task, when in addition there is school to 
attend and farm chores to be done. Also a further 
difficulty developed. The father raised objections 
each time the little brown Gospel appeared. Camp 
began to look more and more improbable, until a 
plan was born in the child’s fertile brain. The famil- 
jar brown cover of the Gospel that aroused wrath 
whenever seen should have a fresh jacket of a different 
hue placed over it each day. 

Let those who question the ethics of the idea remem- 
ber that this was a child in years and a babe in Christ. 
The Gospel of John henceforth appeared in varied 
attires. Monday it might be in white—a page of 
a school writing tablet having gone into the cover- 
ing; Tuesday a tan coat, cut from wrapping paper; 
Wednesday an old newspaper might contribute a black 
and white robe. Thus disguised the Gospel aroused 
no more opposition and the memorizing continued. 

Five hundred verses at last! Then the camp! 
tween fifty and sixty other children came, too! How 
Annie enjoyed getting acquainted with them! “I am 
so glad to be among so many of my brothers and 
sisters,” she quaintly remarked in a testimony meet- 
ing. A few joy-filled days and she had to say good- 
by, for she was not permitted to remain the full camp 
period. But she had formed new friendships in 
Christ, and received instruction in Bible truths, both 
of which are meaning much to her now. She has 
been busy all fall persuading her school friends to 
accept Gospels of John and memorize verses. She 
has enrolled in the second year of the Bible Memory 
Contest, which calls for the learning of two hundred 
picked verses on sin, salvation, and the Christian life, 


Be- 
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fifty of them with references. Annie has also the 
privilege of aitending Sunday-school at last. Twenty- 
five new Sunday-schools, in districts that had none 
previously, were organized by the Canadian Sunday 
School ission (601 Lombard Building, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada) during the four summer months 
of 1930, one of these being in Annie’s community 
with thirty-five children in attendance. 

In the 1930 Bible Memory Contest 5,625 children 
from three hundred and eighty-three communities en- 
rolled, memorizing 167,404 Bible verses. Of these, 
two hundred learned five hundred or more verses 
each, qualifying for camp. Four camps were held, 
two in Manitoba, one in Saskatchewan, and one in 
North Ontario. The object is to bring the children 
to Christ, give them as much Bible instruction as 
possible, and send them home with a vision of their 
responsibility to pass on the Gospel to others. The 
following facts and incidents tell how the 1930 camps 
attained their objective. 

Almost every unsaved boy and girl yielded to Christ 
in response to invitations, never given in the public 
meetings but in prayer groups or in quiet heart-to- 
heart talks. Numbers of the children enrolled in 
the Bible Correspondence Course, continuing the 
study of the Scriptures begun at camp. Two of the 
older girls and one boy are now at Bible School, 
others are planning to enter when old enough, or 
when the way opens. A camp convert returned home 
to find preparations going on for a community picnic 
the following Lord’s Day. Without a moment’s hesi- 
tation the stand was taken, “Count me out. I’m a 
Christian now.” <A recent letter from another con- 
tained the following: “You said you hoped one of 
our a group would become a missionary in a 
foreign country. I would like to be a missionary in 
Japan. Perhaps the Canadian Sunday ‘School Mission 
will help me so that I may go to Japan some day. 
That is my heart’s greatest desire.” Say not, “Only a 
childish impression which will fade.” Childhood im- 
pressions gave Patteson to the South Sea Islands and 
MacKay to Uganda. ‘And what shall [we] say more; 
for the time would fail to tell” of Mathilde who takes 
her Bible to school and reads to the other girls dur- 
ing recess and noon; of Maggie who distributes tracts 
wherever she goes, in the hope that “maybe one of 
them will be the means of salvation”; of Hilda bur- 
dened for her unsaved friends, and out of her yearn- 
ing over them learning something of prayer travail, 

young as she is. 

Hundreds of boys and girls memorize less than the 
five hundred verses and never get to camp with its 
influence and fellowship. But the Word is hid in their 
minds and can never be taken away from them. It 
will make some “wise unto salvation,” arouse young 
minds to search the Book further, and strengthen the 
faith of others. One lad likens his verses to the 
stones in David’s sling. When the enemy of souls 
troubles him, he uses his “sling” to “strike him with 
a verse,” and thus rout him. So those responsible for 
the work believe that this broadcast sowing of the 
Seed shall not be in vain. For though “all flesh is 
as grass ... the grass withereth, and the flower 
thereof falleth away,” still “the word of the Lord 
endureth forever.” 

For all the verses above twenty-five that are learned 
the children receive prizes of New Testament and 
Christian story books, provided by the Bible Institute 
Colportage Association of Chicago. These silent mes- 
sengers speak of the things of God in the homes to 
which they go. And at times beyond the homes. 
“Rosa's Quest” was the title of one of the prizes that 
went to a sixteen-year-old girl, Reared in an unlov- 
ing home her own quest after happiness had been 

satisfied when a Canadian Sunday School Mission 
worker had pointed her to Christ, and now the lan- 
guage of her heart found expression in the words: 


O Christ, in thee my soul hath found, and found in Thee 
alone, 

The peage, the joy I sought so long, the bliss till now 
unknown. 


When she was sent into the city to find work “Rosa’s 
Quest” went with her. One day, riding on a Street 
car, she was reading the book, and dropping tears on 
its pages. A kindly lady sitting near by inquired if 
she was in trouble. “No, I only felt sorry for the 
girl in this story, It’s like this—” Briefly she out- 
lined the story in the book of the search for “the 

beautiful land to which Jesus paid the fare a long 
time ago,” ending by asking her fellow passenger if 
she knew the way there. Upon a negative reply be- 
ing given the owner of “Rosa’s Quest” offered the 
loan of the book. “It will show you how,” said she. 
Weeks after as the young Christian was sweeping the 
steps of her employer’s home, her street-car friend 
came up the walk. In her hands was the prize book, 
on her lips a few words of thanks and thanksgiving ; 
in her heart a new song, even praise unto God, be- 
cause she has found him through the medium of the 
story, 

Every year about two thousand of such books go 
into country homes often devoid of good reading mat- 
ter. How many ungathered stories similar to the above 
there may be which God alone has traced. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL THMES 


“The Bible has no appeal for children.” Those who 
advance that opinion will have to explain why so many 
children enroll in the Bible ai pes Course, for 
which a certificate is the only award; why they volun- 
tarily pledge themselves at camp to read the Scriptures 
every day, and why letters similar to the two following 
come in numbers to the Canadian Sunday School Mis- 
sion. “I can’t even find enough time to read the 
Bible as much as I would like to. I read about four- 
teen chapters of Luke at once since I returned from 
camp, and I never really enjoyed reading anything 
so much. I read it whenever I get a spare moment, 
and I try to memorize the most important passages. 

“When can you send me some more lessons in the 
Bible Correspondence Course? I just love to study 
the pone. And can Norah [sister] study the lessons, 
too?’ 

Oh! the Story of the Ages is a story for all ages. 

The writer of the last letter quoted lives where 
there is neither church nor Sunday-school. The only 
way open to her to study the Divine Legacy is through 
the mails. She was one of the first to enroll when 
the Bible Correspondence Course was started a year 
ago. Week by week she faithfully studied the first 
year’s lessons, which entailed the reading of every 
chapter from Genesis to Joshua. At times she added 
a note to the lessons sent in, saying how much she 
enjoyed them. Once the mother penned a word of 
thanks for the interest taken in her daughter, saying, 
“She puts her whole heart into the study.” 

When the lessons were finished the certificate was 
awaited with eagerness. “What will it look like; I 
can hardly wait to see it,” the child wrote. She was 
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away at her grandmother’s when it arrived, so the 
kindly mother . when :the -day’s work was done drove 
over to give it to her. 
m the matter by running away, and the precious docu- 
ment was thrown out. Though the tired mother rose 
as soon as it was light, and traversed the whole route, 
no trace of it could be found. The child’s grief over 
the loss was so intense that the mother was driven 
to the-—to her—extreme measure of writing a long 
letter to the Mission. The loss was explained and 
an earnest plea made for another certificate. Love 
triumphed over illiteracy and lent eloquence to her 
pen. One caught a glimpse, through its medium, of 
a broken-hearted little girl, crying, crying, over the 
loss of a “scrap of paper.” Needless to say, a second 
certificate was soon on its way, and today she is en- 
gaged on the second year’s Bible lessons. In this age 
of indifference, as well as open hostility to the Word, 
this story of the girl who studied it with her “whole 
heart,” is refreshing. 
The poet sings: 


He who gives a child a treat, 
Makes joy bells ring in Heaven’s street. 


But he is probably a better poet than a Bible student, 
More Scripturally would we say: 


Who brings a child to Jesus’ feet, 
Makes joy bells ring in Heaven’s street. 


The Canadian Sunday School Mission, however, has 
found a way to combine the two, and while giving the 
children of rural districts “a treat” has been enabled 
by His grace to bring them also “to Jesus’ feet.” 





Sir William Ramsay on the 
Bible’s First Question 


Readers of the Times will recall an interesting 


discussion in these columns, earlier this year, of a 
statement that had been made in an article by the 
late Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas to the effect that 
“the first question in the Old Testament is “Where 
art thou?’” A reader had noted that — is an 
earlier question than that, in Genesis 3: “Yea, 
hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every ‘te of the 
garden?” An interesting letter was published from 
Mrs. Griffith Thomas, who noted that the article in 
question had been taken from her husband’s notes on 
Matthew 2:2; she wrote, in part: ‘Either he was 
caught napping, or else he had some qualification to 
make in oral use which does not appear in the notes.” 

Readers will be interested in a valuable letter from 
the well-known and greatly beloved archeologist, Sir 
William M. Ramsay, whose contributions have fre- 
quently enriched these columns. Sir William writes 
to the TIMEs: 


In thanking you for giving me the advantage and 
the pleasure of reading THE Sunpay ScHoot TIMES 
regularly, I observe a slight criticism (in your num- 
ber for April 26, page 258), of Dr. Griffith Thomas, 
who if he were still with us would probably reply 
(as I read the words of Moses in Genesis 3:1): 
“The words of the serpent are not a real question, 
but a sneer put in the form of a rhetorical question. 
The serpent is not asking a question: he knows: he 
is sarcastic. It would give the same meaning - if we 
printed the words with a mark of exclamation: “Oho! 
God hath said ye shall not eat!” The explanation 
of the exclamatory rhetorical sneer is: ‘What a 
greedy, mean, niggardly God it is: he keeps the best 
to himself.” I should like a Hebrew scholar to give 
his opinion. 

Yours cordially as an old friend, 
W. M. Ramsay. 


Sir William brings out an interesting point indeed. 
The question of the meaning of the Hebrew has been 
referred to Professor Dr. Oswald T. Allis, of West- 
minster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, and Dr. 
Allis’ reply is illuminating and valuable, giving both 
sides of the argument in scholarly balance and fair- 
ness. His reply follows: 

“I am afraid I cannot give you a very satisfactory 
answer to your question. A literal rendering of the 
latter part of Genesis 3:1 would be: ‘Yea (or, truly; 
or, so) it is that God has said,’ etc. This could be 
taken as a simple declarative statement. The fact 
that the interrogative particle is used with the word 
‘truly’ in Genesis 18:13, 23, 24; Amos 2:11; Job 
34:17; 40:8, is conclusive proof that the word ‘truly’ 
does not of itself have the force of a question. Con- 
sequently the absence of the interrogative here may 
mean that the sentence is not, strictly speaking, a 
question. On the other hand it is to be remembered 
that in Hebrew as in English a question may be 
indicated simply by the voice. Obviously, therefore, 
an element of subtilty enters into the very form of 
the sentence. It was uttered in the hearing of the 
woman; and so must be regarded as intended for her. 





But whether it is to be regarded as declarative state- 
ment, rhetorical question, or direct interrogation, it is 
difficult to say. 

“If the serpent said, categorically, in the presence 
of Eve or directly to ‘her : ‘Truly God has. said, Ye 
must not eat of any tree of the garden,’ it would at 
once have become incumbent upon her to correct the 
statement of the serpent, to prove it a misstatement, or 
to comply with the terms of the prohibition as ‘stated 
by him. Otherwise in eating of the fruit of the other 
trees she would appear to be violating what she had 
without protest allowed the serpent to declare to be 
the will of God. If we interpret the sentence in this 
way it would be natural to suppose that the words 
were uttered by the serpent just as Evé was on the 
point of eating of the fruit of one of the permitted trees 
of the garden. Such a statement, involving such a 
drastic prohibition, and made at such a time, would 
naturally arouse her indignation, and in correcting 
the misstatement of the serpent she might conceivably 
be led to question the propriety of the ‘one restraint’ 
actually imposed by God. And this was clearly the 
object the serpent had in’ view. The words of the 
serpent are in any event a challenging statement which 
Eve could not safely disregard. 

“The fact that Eve replies to the serpent may mean 
‘that the words of the serpent were intended not merely 
as a challenging statement but in some sort at least 
asa question. They might be, as Delitzsch remarks, 
‘a half interrogative, half exclamatory expression of 
amazement’: ‘So God has actually said!’ etc. They 
would then naturally convey the ironical, sneering 
suggestion which Sir William Ramsay finds in them, 
So understood, the dividing line between a rhetorical 
question and a direct interrogation would be very hard 
to draw. We cannot regard the words as a mere 
soliloquy, as that would naturally be followed by the 
third person: ‘They may not eat,’ etc. Consequently 
whether regarded as challenging statement, rhetorical 
question, or direct interrogation, it seems clear that 
the words of the serpent were intended to draw the 
woman into conversation and lead her to question 
the wisdom and goodness of God. 

“Personally, I am disposed to regard it as a ques- 
tion, buf a question which is rather insinuated, both 
as regards form and content, than clearly expressed. 
Most exegetes, I think, regard it as a question. I 
imagine this would have been the view of Dr. Griffith 
Thomas. Consequently it seems to me probable that 
he simply overlooked this passage when he came to 
contrast the two similar questions in Genesis 3 and 
Matthew 2. This would be a slip such as anyone 
might easily make. It is, of course, possible that he 
thought of this passage and deliberately passed it 
over as not a question in the strict, formal sense. But*~ 
if such was the case it would be natural to suppose 
that he would have made some reference to the usual 
interpretation; e. g., by saying, ‘Genesis 3:1 not a 
real question,’ or something of the kind. Whether 
such a guarding comment was to be expected would 
of course depend upon whether the notes that were 
used were quite full and detailed or merely in the 
form of outlines to be filled in from memory.’ 


But the horse took a hand - 
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Great Britain and Palestine 
By Thomas M. Chalmers, 


Troubled days for Zionists 





_. Editor of 
The Jewish Missionary Magazine 











Simpson’s Report on Palestine and of a White 

Paper setting forth the future policy of the 
British Government in its administration of the Pal- 
estine Mandate struck world Jewry a staggering blo‘w, 
and roused violent protests such as the world has 
hardly heard since the Kishineff massacre in Russia 
in 1903. Keen resentment on the part of Dr. Chaim 
Weizmann, President of the World Zionist Organ- 
ization and of the Jewish Agency, led to his imme- 
diate announcement that he would resign these 
positions. This action was followed by the resig- 
nations of Lord Melchett and Felix M. Warburg 
from their positions in connection with the Jewish 
Agency. 

Scores of meetings of. protest against this “betrayal” 
of Zionism were held in many parts of the world. 
The greatest of these was a mammoth meeting in 
Madison Square Garden, New York, November 2, 
the anniversary of the Balfour Declaration, attended 
by 25,000 people, while 10,000 more clamored tor 
entrance and then held an overflow meeting in the 
street. Leading Jews and Gentiles of the nation were 
present and spoke. In the keynote address in the 
Garden, Bernard. S. Deutsch, President of the Amer- 
ican Jewish Congress, said that the Congress had 
taken the initiative in urging that the Mandate over 
Palestine be awarded to Great Britain because of its 
comfidence in the justice of the British people. He 
said further: , 


“Palestine is a mandated territory. Both the Man- 
date and the Balfour Declaration bear the stamp of 
the League of Nations and the signatures of all. the 
important governments of the world... . The Brit- 
ish Government is breaking faith not alone with the 
Jews, but with all mankind.” 

What Led to the White Paper?—To discover the 
genesis of this latest expression of British policy un- 
der the Mandate requires a recapitulation of the events 
of the last year. 

After the riots in Palestine, the British Government 
appointed the so-called Shaw Commission to visit 
Palestine and investigate the causes of the outbreak. 
After some months in Palestine, the Commission laid 
its Report before Parliament March 21. This Report, 
dealing with a far wider field than that intended in 
its terms of reference (with major questions of policy, 
and the like), was a great disappointment to the Jews. 
World-wide criticism declared its findings were ap- 
parently intended to whitewash the local Palestinian 
Government, appease the Arabs, and blame the Jews. 
Many Jewish leaders felt that Britain misinterpreted 
the terms of the Mandate and failed to apprehend the 
attitude of the Zionists toward it. 

Jewish feeling was further intensified by* the ap- 
pointment in May of Sir John Hope Simpson, late 
of the Indian Civil Service and from 1926 engaged 
in handling the problems of the Greek refugees from 
Asia Minor, to inquire on questions of land settle- 
ment, immigration, and development in Palestine. To 
the Jews this meant further delay, and they considered 
it unjust to condition their destiny under the Man- 
date on the judgment of one man who had never seen 
Palestine before. 


Suspension of Immigration—On February 17 the 
Palestine Government authorized the issuance of 950 
immigration certificates as an advance on the schedule 
for the six months from April to September. On 
March 17 the Executive of the Jewish Agency in Jeru- 
salem applied for 3,143 certificates for the hali-year 
schedule, and on April 5 the Chief Immigration Officer 
informed the Executive that the issuance of 3,300 
certificates had been authorized, including the 950 
granted in February. These 3,300 certificates were 
approved on May 12 by the High Commissioner. Then 
on May 14, Colonel Kisch, of the Executive, was in- 
formed that the High Commissioner had-directed that 
the certificates which he had approved May 12 be sus- 
pended pending the results of the Simpson inquiry. 
This order affected only the labor certificates. 

Again world Jewry was stirred into flame. Fierce 
protests were made on every hand. The New Pales- 
tine said: “No event since the riots in Palestine last 
August has so aroused the Jewish public throughout 
the world.” 

Criticism by Mandates Commission—The next event 
in the train of happenings was the Report of the Man- 
dates Commission of the League of Nations to the 
Council of the League on the Palestine situation in 
1929. The conclusions of the Commission were, after 
exhaustive examination, that Great Britain had failed 
to administer the Mandate along proper lines; had 
neglected to insure the preservation of peace; had 


Psimoson’s Ren on October 20 of Sir John Hope 


For the past two months both Jews and Gen- 
tiles of the whole world have been stirred by 
Britain’s unexpected action on her Palestine Man- 
date. Leading Jews are “ outraged,” and former 
Prime Ministers Baldwin and Lloyd George have 
sharply criticized their own nation. 


The New York Times recently reported that 
the National Executive Committee of the Zionist 
Organization of America, consisting of forty mem- 
bers from various parts of the United States, 
the supreme authority between conventions of 
American Zionists, held an all day meeting in New 
York City and officially declared its conviction 
that the British Colonial Office has repudiated the 
Balfour Declaration, and that the White Paper “is 
a breach of the trust assumed by Great Britain 
under the Palestine Mandate.” This influential 
body reiterates its demand “that the White Paper 
be eliminated and annulled, and be it further re- 
solved that we send to the Jewish Council of 
Palestine a message of our unshaken determination 
to rebuild with them a Jewish National Home.” 

If we would understand what it is all about, 
we can find in the article on this page by Mr. 
Chalmers a clear recital of the leading events 
that have preceded and now have culminated in 
the present situation. 








failed to define the status of the Wailing Wall before 
the disturbances occurred; and cited Britain’s obliga-, 
tions to the Jews and Arabs in Palestine as of equal 
weight and as not being irreconcilable. 

Though this Report was drastic, and the answer 
of Britain’s Foreign Sécretary Arthur Henderson was 
equally severe; yet when the Report was read before 
the Council of the League, September 8, it was unani- 
mously adopted while the British delegates abandoned 
their opposition. 


New. Statement of British Policy—World Jewry 
awaited with much impatience the Simpson Report, 
since the government was to base its new statement 
of policy thereon. The Report and the Statement 
or White Paper appeared October 20, as stated above. 
The Statement clearly declares the government’s in- 
tention to continue the administration of Palestine in 
accordance with the Mandate, but a decided change 
will occur in dealing with the problems of Palestine. 

The Statement appeared in full in The Jewish 
Chronicle of October 24 and covers over four closely 
printed pages, or more than 8,000 words. It gives 
a warning to both Jews and Arabs against thinking 
that they may influence the prosecution of its policy 
by any pressure, in these words: 

“It becomes essential that at the outset His Majesty’s 
Government should make it clear that they will not be 
moved, by any pressure or threats, from the path laid 
down in the Mandate, and from the pursuit of a policy 
which aims at promoting the interests of the inhab- 
itants of Palestine, both Arabs and Jews, in a manner 
which shall be consistent with the obligations which 
the Mandate imposes.” 


White Paper of 1922.—The new Statement declares 
that the Statement of 1922, defining the policy for 
Palestine, “provides the foundations upon which future 
British policy. in Palestine must be built up.” It is 
highly important to take note of three fundamental 
points in that earlier Statement. 


1. On the meaning attached to the expression “the 
Jewish National Home,’ which is contained in ‘the 
Mandate, it was declared “that it is not the imposi- 
tion of a Jewish nationality upon the inhabitants of 
Palestine as a whole, but the further development of 
the existing Jewish community, with the assistance 
of Jews in other parts of the world, in order that 
it may become a center in which the Jewish people 
as a whole may take, on grounds of religion and 
race, an interest and a pride.” Dr. Weizmann ac- 
cepted this interpretation at the time as for the best, 
but many Zionists have never been satisfied. 

2. The principles that should govern immigration. 
On this it was stated in 1922: 

“For the fulfillment of this policy it is necessary 
that the Jewish community in Palestine should be 
able to increase its numbers by immigration. This 
immigration cannot be so great in volume as to ex- 
ceed whatever may be the economic capacity of the 
country at the time to absorb new arrivals. It is 
essential to ensure that the immigrants should not 
be a burden upon the people of Palestine as a whole, 
and that they should not deprive any section of the 
present population of their employment.” 





The new Statement says on this: “It will be ob- 
served that the principles enunciated above render it 
essential that in estimating the absorptive capacity 
of Palestine at any time account should be taken of 
Arab as well as Jewish unemployment in determining 
the rate at which immigration should be permitted.” 


3. The position of the Jewish Agency. On this 
point the new White Paper emphasizes that neither 
the Jewish Agency nor the Zionist Organization as 
a whole has any share under the Mandate in the ad- 
ministration of Palestine. 


The Problem of Land.—The new White Paper takes 
up next various practical problems, as security, con- 
stitutional development, and economic and social de- 
velopment. The chief item under the second of these 
is the intention of the government to set up a Legis- 
lative Council, consisting of the High Commissioner 
and twenty-two members. It is this Council, for- 
merly proposed and rejected, that is bitterly hated 
by the Jews and opposed by the Arabs. 

On the important question of land, the Statement 
announces that after much investigation certain con- 
clusions emerge and certain facts have been estab- 
lished. The following paragraphs show the govern- 
ment’s views: 

_ “It can now be definitely stated that at the present 
time and with the present methods of Arab cultiva- 
tion there remains no margin of land available for 
agricultural settlement by new immigrants, with the 
exception of such undeveloped land as the various 
Jewish agencies hold in reserve. . . . The provision 
of a margin available for settlement depends upon the 
progress made in increasing the productivity of the 
land already occupied. 

“It now appears, in the light of the best available 
estimates, that the area of cultivable land in Pales- 
tine (excluding the Beer-sheba region) is 6,544,000 
dunams (1,487,270 acres). This area is considerably 
less than had hitherto been estimated, previous official 
estimates being in the neighborhood of 10 to 11 mil- 
lion dunaims.” 

Jewish and Gentile Response-—The response of all 
Jewry and of leading Gentile opinion was instant and 
intense. It surprised the British Cabinet immensely 
that they could be subject to such burning criticism. 
It was soon evident that a deep gulf of difference had 
opened between the British Government and the Jews 
on the Mandate. It was asserted widely by Jewish 
leaders and such men as Lloyd George and Stanley 
Baldwin, two former premiers, and others on both 
sides of the Atlantic, that the new Statement was in 
opposition to the Mandate or “sterilized the hopes of 
the Jewish people.” If the new policy is carried out 
it will practically stop immigration, which will mean 
that new capital will not enter Palestine, land values 
will fall (it is reported they have already fallen 
greatly), and stagnation will overtake the whole life 
of Palestine. Felix M. Warburg, an official of the 
Jewish Agency, disputed the claim in the Statement 
that the land was overcrowded and that the supply 
of arable land would be exhausted by the present 
population. Transjordania, lying just across a small 
river from the Palestine proper of today, offers an 
abundance of fertile, well-watered land in which Jews 
are noi permitted to settle, and which, being distinctly 
Arab territory, he said, would offer a good field for 
settlement by Arabs. 


Is it a Reversal of Policy?—Lord Passfield, Colonial 
Secretary, offered a defense of his White Paper, 
which left the situation just as it was. Then almost 
simultaneously the Colonial Office approved 1,500 per- 
mits for Jewish immigrants, each permit covering 
a man, his wife, and their children under eighteen, 
or more than 5,000 individuals in all. The Jewish 
Tribune says that this “intensifies the realization that 
the Labor Government has been blundering badly in 
its Palestine policy.” The Jewish Chronicle inti- 
mates that “Premier MacDonald has taken the initia- 
tive out of Lord Passfield’s hands and is handling 
the matter personally.” 

What Saith the Scripture?—However the thorny 
problem will be worked out at present, Scripture prom- 
ises the restoration of Israel to Palestine. God's 
word to David is sure: “I will appoint a place for 
my people Israel, and will plant them, that they may 
dwell in a place of their own, and move no more” 
(2 Sam, 7:10). “I will plant them upon their land, 
and they shall no more be pulied up out of their land” 
(Amos 9:15). 

But Israel cannot return to Palestine in self-wilf 
and realize the blessing of God. He foresaw a re- 
turn in unbelief (Ezek. 37: 1-8: Zeph. 2:1, 2; Rabbi 
Leeser transiates the two last words of verse 1, 
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“without desire [of repentance],” 
oi Zionist Israel today). God also foresaw the awful 
result. In Zechariah 13:8, 9 we see many Jews re- 
turned, to the land, two thirds of whom will be pun- 
ished by death tor the deed of 1,900 years before, 
recorded in verse seven, and the remnant will ¢ re- 
fined in the fires of the siege of Jerusalem (14:1, 2) 
in the openmg oi the day of the Lord, who will then 
come again to deliver his people (vs. 3, 4, a literal 
return to the mount from which he wenc up). 


an exact description 


God Stirring the Nations and Israel—What means 
then the present great turmoil over Zionism and Pal- 
estine? Is it not that God is troubling the unbelieving 
Jews to lead them to consider their ways? And is 
it not also to make known his purpose to the nations 
now becoming entangled with the course of Israel’s 
history? God is speaking to the whole world: “Hear 
the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and declare it in 
the isles afar off [coast regions of the Mediterranean 
and elsewhere, by implication], and say, He that 
scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as 
a shepherd doth his flock” (Jer. 31:10). Surely 
now this prophecy is due. 

God has said, “I will make Jerusalem a burdensome 
stone for all people” (Zech. 12:3). That time is 
not yet here, but we must be in the midst of the 
years and events leading to it. The troubles of the 
Jews and of the nations now linked together under 
the Mandate arise from the unbelief of both and from 
Israel’s continued rejection of her Messiah, the Lord 
Jesus. Since the Jews will not trust God to save them 
irom Gentile oppression and restore them to Pales- 
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tine, but betake themselves to the nations, which they 
were anciently torbidden: to do, their distresses will 
increase, and the burdens of the nations, until the 
Zionist Jews in Palestine accept the Antichrist as 
their deliverer (John 5:43). For a time he will 
favor them and multitudes more will likely return 
to Palestine. With the rebuilding of the Temple 
and the restoration of their ancient sacrifices they 
will enjoy a false peace. Then suddenly the Anti- 
Christ wil turn against them and they will suffer 
the greatest tribulation of all their history (Jer. 30: 
7; Dan. 12:1; Matt. 24:21). But the true Deliverer 
will come, destroy the Antichrist and his armies, and 
inaugurate his own universal dominion (Isa. 59: 20; 
Zech. 14:3, 4, 9; Revs 11: 15-18; 19: 11, 15, 19-21). 
Israel will be fully restored to Palestine, after re- 
pentance, and receive her judges after the ancient 
manner (Isa. 1:26), who are already appointed by 
her Lord (Matt. 19:28). Israel will dwell in the 
center of the lands of the earth, a blessing to all 
nations (Zech. 8: 13, 22, 23) and the glory of Jehovah 
(Isa. 46: 13). 

Since these prophetic words are from God, men will 
be wise to study the many signs now indicating their 
probable early fulfillment. True Christians are not 
required to help the Jewish return in unbelief to 
Palestine, but they should show mercy to the Jews 
by giving them the Gospel and praying for the re- 
moval of their blindness. Believers should pray also 
for the British leaders, many of whom are God's chil- 
dren and servants. 


New York Cry. 
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Do the Gospels Present a Fourfold Picture ? 
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pleased to give us four Gospel narratives in- 

stead of one. This perplexity arises from the 
misconception that the Gospels are designed as chron- 
ological biographies of the life of Christ. But on 
the most casual investigation it is clear that the writers 
often adopt a logical rather than a chronological 
order of events, and the significant closing words of 
John’s Gospel forever settle any misconception that 
these books are designed as biographies, for he says: 
“And there are also MANY OTHER things which Jesus 
did, the which, if they should be written every one, 
I suppose that even the world itself could not contain 
the books that should be written.” These words could 
be said just as truly of the Synoptic Gospels as of 
John’s, for each writer records some incidents and 
messages that the others do not contain, and all are 
manifestly and designedly incomplete. Further, if 
biographies were intended, two of the writers would 
not completely pass over. the first thirty years of our 
Lord’s life, and the other two give but the barest 
traction of space to these years. Nor, strictly speak- 
ing, could anyone write a “Life of Christ,” for the 
Prince of Life, having conquered death, “EVER LIVETH.” 
No biography of him could be complete. From these 
considerations it is evident that God had some other 
purpose than biographical in giving us four narratives. 

The Gospel narratives are not four competitive biog- 
raphies, but each writer has been led of the Holy 
Spirit so to paint an emphasis of our Lord’s person 
and work that together they present to the believing 
eye a full-length portrait of exquisite colering and 
marvelous fullness. It is not four portraits that we 
have, but a fourfold portrait. Not four persons, but 
the one blessed Person of our Lord viewed from four 
perspectives or vantage points, each perspective bring- 
ire’ to the eye some beautiful coloring or shading 
peculiar to itself. Dr. Scofield writes: ‘The pen is 
a different pen; the incidents in which he is seen are 
sometimes different incidents; the distinctive char- 
acter in which he is presented is a different charac- 
ter; but he is always the same Christ” — alive, speak- 
ing, acting. It is not so much the deeds they portray 
as the Doer, the deeds simply illustrating some life- 
like characteristic. of the Doer. Not the sayings, but 
the Sayer. Not the healings, but the Healer. And 
the Spirit of God has given “the inspiration of selec- 
tion” to the writers, so that each chooses, from the 
vast store of His deeds and words, a few that will 
specially portray some lovely characteristic of our 
Lerd’s adorable Person. Of necessity there is a cer- 
tain basic framework, and there is a great deal of 
overlapping, yet even in these likenesses each has 
suited the common incident to the purpose of his book. 
Diversity and variety only emphasize the inexhaustible- 
ness of our Lord’s Person. 

_ What then is the emphasis of each of the evangel- 
ists? 

We find in Matthew our Lord portrayed as_ the 
long promised Messiah-King of Israel, fulfilling the 
promises made “to the fathers,” and offering the king- 
dom of the Heavens to his people Israel. 


Mi Christians wonder why God has been 


In Mark the emphasis is upon our Lord’s words 
and works as the Servant of Jehovah, patiently ac- 
complishing the Father’s will. 

n Luke the writer views our Lord as God’s Ideal 
Man, the last Adam, perfect in his ways and ever de- 
pendent upon, and glorifying to, the Father. 

John draws aside the veil of our Lord’s humanity 
and reveals the God-Man, God manifest in the flesh. 

Or, expressed in Old Testament language, over 
Matthew we might write, “Behold, THY KING” 
(Zech. 9:9); over Mark, “Behold MY SERVANT” 
(Isa. 42:1); over Luke, “Behold THE MAN” (Zech. 
6:12); and over John, “Behold YOUR GOD” (isa. 
40:9). 

What are the factors in each book that lead to the 
discovery of these varying emphases? 


MatTTHEw’s “Son or Davip AND ABRAHAM” 


Matthew was a Jew of Galilee. He wrote his 
Gospel much earlier than the other three evangelists, 
and many scholars think the original document was 








Books on the Gospel of Luke 


The following books on Luke will be found valuable 
in connection with the International Uniform Lessons 
for the first six months of 1931. 





Commentary on St. Luke. By Prof. F. Godet. (Chas. 
Scribner’s Sons, two volumes, special $6.) 
Studies in the Book of Luke. By Grace Saxe. (Miss 


Grace Saxe, 25c, saper binding.) 
Exposition of Luke. By W. Kelly. (Loizeaux Bros., $ 


2.40.) 
How to Study the Gospel of Luke. By W. H. Griffith 
Thomas. (Biola Book Room, 50 cents a dozen, $4 a hundred, 
§ cents each.) (This material is also contained in the 


booklet listed below — “‘How to Study the Four Gospels.”’) 


The Gospel of Luke. By Charles R. Erdman. (Presbyte- 
rian Board of Publication, $1.) 


Studies in Luke. By C. S. Robinson. (American Tract 
Society, Series No. 1— Out of print; Series No. 2— Studies 
in the second half of Luke, 35 cents.) 

Luke the Historian in the Light of Research. By A. T. 
Robertson. (Chas. Scribner’s Sons, $2.50.) 


Davis’ Bible Dictionary. (Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, cloth $4, half leather $5, full morocco $8.) 


Outline Harmony of the Gospels. By Matthew B. Riddle. 
(Bible Institute Colportage Association, 15 cents.) 

How to Study the Four Gospels. By W. H. Griffith 
Thomas. (Bible Institute Colportage Association, 25 cents.) 
(This includes the material contained in the pamphlet listed 
above — “How to Study the Gospel of Luke.’’) 

Mastering the Gospel of Luke. This is a pamphlet includ- 
ing the article under the same title by John Weaver Weddell, 
D.D., published in the December 6 issue of the Times, and 
also the list of lesson titles, Scripture references, and 
Golden Texts for January to June, 1031, inclusive, giving 
all the Luke lessons, as well as the above list of books. 


As a convenience to Times readers these books may 
be ordered from H. Trumbull Howard, 401 West Dur- 
ham Read, Mt. Airy, Philadelphia. 
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in Hebrew. The book is, therefore, plainly intended 
for Jewish readers primarily. 

The Old Testament was the Jew’s highest authority, 
and Matthew in a real sense bridges the gap between 
Old and New Testaments by making no less than 
sixty references to the Old Testament as being ful- 
filled in Jesus Christ. The Jews were looking for 
a Messianic King and kingdom, and Matthew proves 
the right of Jesus to be this King. The Jews placed 
great stress on genealogical right, so Matthew does 
not take his genealogy back to Adam, the father of 
the race, but to Abraham, the father of the Jews, 
and to David, to whom God promised a great king- 
dom. Hence’ Jesus is “BORN King of the Jews” 
(2:2); he is David’s son and successor, being called 
“Son of David” seven times. — is called 
“the city of the great king” (5:3 

The phrase “kingdom of enna” Git, “Heavens”), 
used thirty-two times, is peculiar to Matthew, being 
found nowhere else. It refers to the long- promised 
earthly kingdom over which Christ will rule. Our 
Lord issues the manifesto of the kingdom, or his in- 
augural address as King — commonly called the Sermon 
on the Mount (chaps. 5 to 7) —in which he announces 
the laws and principles that shall govern this kingdom. 
Note the effect of it: “The people were astonished 

. for he taught as one having authority” (7: 28, 
29), This was the kingdom offered to Israel in “the 
gospel of the kingdom,” a kingdom dependent for its 
inauguration upon genuine repentance of the nation. 
The kingdom of Heaven was rejected in the person 
of the King, who is crucified as an imposter because 
of his claim to be King of Israel (27:11, 42), and 
the kingdom is postponed until God finishes his pur- 
pose with the Church. But after this, in the Tribu- 
lation period, the Gospel of the kingdom will again 
be preached by the godly Jewish remnant, to whom 
our Lord prophetically says: “Ye shall not have 
gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man 
be come” (10: 23). 

As King of kings, with all authority in Heaven 
and earth committed to him, he issues the Great 
Commission. “The Transfiguration,” says Dr. Pier- 
son, “is the central event, because it unveiled the full 
glory of the Messianic King.” 


Marx’s “SERVANT-SON” 

Clement of Alexandria writes that the graphic 
preaching of Peter caused his hearers to request John 

Mark, his companion, to put in writing Peter’s de- 
scription of Christ’s words and work. Mark did so, 
and Peter gave the book his apostolic sanction. Jus- 
tin Martyr calls it: “The Memoirs” or “Gospel of 
Peter,” so like Peter is it. 

It is generally agreed that_the Romans are par- 
ticularly addressed in this Gospel. Jewish words 
and customs are explained, and Latin words (such 
as legion, centurion) are frequently used. The Ro- 
mans would not be acquainted with the Old Testament, 
the Jewish standard, hence very few references are 
made to it. The Roman standard of a man’s worth 
was: “What can he do?” Power and ability were 
their ideals. Therefore, the Romans would not be 
interested in Jewish genealogies, and Mark accord- 
ingly omits Christ’s. Some one has said: “You do 
not ask .a prospective servant who his great grand- 
father was, but you ask if he can do the work!” 
Hence, the Servant is immediately introduced at work, 
with noe mention of his birth or early life. The mighty 
miracles of the Servant, showing his power, are more 
prominent than his parables. Only four parables are 


given, but each is a _ parable of : service. At 
least twenty miracles are related in. detail, and 
ten other summary statements of mighty works. 


“Nearly half the chapters close with some compre- 
hensive summing up of his ministry of power (see 
chaps. f, 2) 4:6) 7, 160; 16). 

Observe ‘the incessant activity of the busy Servant. 
The word “straightway” appears here forty of the 
eighty times in the New Testament. Notice the un- 
usual number of “ands” and “buts,” for instance in 
the first two chapters, where at least three-fourths 


of the verses begin with “and” or “but.” Dr. Mac- 
kenzie says this denotes: “Variety of vision, suc- 
cession of subjects, and rapidity of results.” But this 


is not mere hasty humanitarianism. The Lord Jesus 
was not primarily man’s Servant, but God’s. And 
because he served God truly, he served man truly and 
effectively. Not in the turmoil of spirit that a multi- 
tude of duties so often produces in us, but in the calm 
of spirit of one whose day is mapped out by the Father, 
who quietly and quickly goes about to accomplish 
that supreme will, for “Lo, I come . .. to do thy 
will, O God” (Heb. 10: 7) —the Ideal Servant! 

Roman coins had the symbol of ox and altar, sig- 
nifying service and sacrifice. In Mark we find Christ 
as the sacrificial Ox, first at the plow in service, then 
at the altar slain in sacrifice. In keeping with the 
character of Servant, Jesus is not called “Lord”, in 
Mark until after the at (the R. V. omits 
the “Lord” in the A. V. of 9:24). Hence there is 
no Sermon on the Mount. 


Luxe’s “Son or ADAM” 


is an abbreviation of the Greek name “Lu- 
He was a native of Antioch in Syria, ac- 


“Luke” 
canus.” 
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Lesson for January 4 


cording to Eusebius, and was most probably a Gentile 
proselyte to Judaism before he was saved, and not 
a Jew by birth. It is fitting therefore that he should 
be a companion of Paul in his labors among the Gen- 
tiles, particularly in Europe, and that his narrative 
should be designed to portray our Lord in a light 
most favorable to the Grecian mind. “The Romans 
felt it their mission to govern; the Greeks felt it 
theirs to educate, elevate, and perfect man. The Gre- 
cian ideal was wisdom and beauty.” So Luke por- 
trays our Lord’s true humanity, beauty of character, 
and wisdom. 

The genealogy of Christ in Luke emphasizes his 
saving mission to the whole race by going back beyond 
David and Abraham to the race’s head, Adam. Ghtist 
is seen to be God’s “last Adam” who brings in the 
New Creation, after as Man tasting death for every 
man. The title “Son of man” is applied to him twen- 
ty-six times, and he not only fulfills “the promises 
made to the [Jewish] fathers,” but reaches out to 
the Gentiles as well. The Seventy are sent forth, 
as well as the Twelve, and there is no restriction of 
going to Jew only as in Matthew. 

“The beloved physician” is eminently fitted to em- 
phasize our Lord’s human sympathy with human suf- 
fering, and he describes with meticuloys exactness 
especially the nature of diseases cured. .Many in- 
stances of Jesus’ “human touch” are recorded by 
Luke alone, such as the conversation with the thief 
on the cross, the restoring of Malchus’ ear, the story 
of the sinful woman who anointed his feet (7: 37-50), 
the story of Zacchzus, and the publican’s prayer. 
Also the parables are designed to show his greatness 
as a teacher, some of the prominent ones peculiar to 
Luke being those of the importunate widow, the Good 
Samaritan, the Great Supper, the lost sheep, lost coin, 
and lost son. His sociability is another. mark of 
humanity emphasized. Possibly the most unique thing, 
however, is the place given to our Lord’s prayer life, 
showing his absolute dependence as man on God. 

It is in keeping with the purpose of the book, and 
significant, that Luke gives far more than any evan- 
gelist about our Lord’s birth, the events preceding, 
and his early life, over a hundred verses more than 
even Matthew gives. Here truly we find the fulfill- 
ment of the type of the Kinsman-Redeemer, as Son 
of man dying for men, with forgiveness on his lips. 


Joun’s “Son or Gop” 


The apostle John writes toward the close of the 
first century, over sixty years after our Lord’s death 
and resurrection, long after the other Gospels were 
written, and after all the other apostles had fallen 
asleep in Jesus. Jerusalem has been destroyed, the 
Temple service —the heart of Judaism— ended, the 
Jews scattered. The Gospel had spread into all parts 
of the Roman Empire, The number of Christians had 
increased phenomenally. And already heresies were 
taking their toll. The aged apostle is led to write 
his narrative about the Son of God for the whole 
Church with a twofold end: (1) to preserve for the 
Church some of those treasures in the storehouse of 
his memory of the earth life of “God manifest in the 
flesh” and (2) to answer forever all attempts of 
heresies to empty Christ of his deity, either by mak- 
ing him the highest created being, or mere man. He 
is the -Man. ’ 

There is no genealogy of Jesus in John. Truty he 
is son of David, son of Abraham, son of Adam, but 
he is also the eternal, infinite, uncreated Son of God. 
The Son did not “begin” with his incarnation; he is 
back of all beginnings, eternal. Indeed, he is the 
active agent of Deity in creation, all things being 
made by him. He is the “Word” of God, the com- 
plete and accurate expression of what God is. He 
became flesh to manifest God. Nevertheless, he has 
but veiled in his glory in humanity for purposes of re- 
demption, and after that is accomplished the voluntar- 
ily laid aside glory is restored (17:4, 5, 24). 

The names and attributes ascribed to him are sig- 
nificant of deity. “He is the Life and Life-Giver, the 
Light, the Only-Begotten (lit, “the Only-One-of- 
His-Kind”) Son of God, the “I am,” the Bread of 
Life, the Door, the Good Shepherd, the Way and 
the Truth, the Vine. He claims omnipresence (3: 
13), eternity (8:58), equality of nature and essence 
with the Father (5:18; 10:30), omnipotence (5: 21; 
10° 18) and omniscience is claimed for him (2:25; 
ar: 17). 

Witnesses and signs alike attest his deity. Some 
signs appear in John only for this purpose, as for 
example, the incident of healing at a distance (4: 46, 
50, 51); the raising of Lazarus, four days dead, after 
corruption had set in (chap. 11); and the giving of 
sight to the man born blind (chap. 9). 

There is no hesitation about the cross, no bloody 
sweat in Gethsemane, but only: “The cup which my 
Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?” He is 
crucified in John for claiming to be the Son of God 
(19:7), a different emphasis from that given in Mat- 
thew. Life through believing is appropriately the 
emphasis and goal of this Gospel of Deity. 


CoNFIRMATION FROM OTHER SCRIPTURE 


However, in spite of this full evidence from the 
Gospel narratives themselves favoring their interpre- 
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tation from these four vantage points, there are some 
Christians who, when this teaching is first presented 
to them, feel that possibly the peculiar emphasis of 
the Gospels has been overdone by speaker or writer. 
For such, a brief confirmation from other Scripture 
probably would be helpful in assuring them that this 
interpretation is the proper one, and has not been super- 
imposed upon the Gospels. 


Old Testament Confirmation—The fourfold view- 
point of the Gospels is confirmed in the Old Testa- 
ment by type, symbol, and prophecy. First, by type. 
For example, take the Temple: The Court of Israel 
would correspond to Matthew; the Court of the 
Priests to Mark; the Court of the Gentiles to Luke; 
the Holy of Holies to John, “the inmost temple filled 


_with the glory of God,” for, says John: “we beheld 
‘his glory.” Or again, in the desert march of Israel, the 


twelve tribes were arranged in groups of three tribes 
round about the central space wherein the Tabernacle 
stood. Each group of tribes was under a standard. 
Rabbinical tradition says these four standards were 
as follows: On the east, Judah’s standard, lion, which 
corresponds with Christ as King in Matthew; on the 
west, Ephraim’s standard, an ox, which corresponds 
with Mark’s Servant; on the south, Reuben’s standard, 
the face of a man, corresponding with Luke’s emphasis 
on our Lord’s humanity; and on the north, Dan’s 
standard, an eagle, the heavenly creature, correspond- 
ing with John’s emphasis on “the Lord from heaven.” 

Or take the Levitical Offerings. The Trespass 
Offering corresponds with Matthew’s emphasis on sin 
as a rebellious disorder in God’s moral government of 
the universe. The Sin Offering corresponds with 
Mark’s emphasis on sin as defilement and uncleanness. 
The Peace Offering corresponds with Luke where 
man’s Kinsman-Redeemer is seen making peace with 
God for man by his death on the cross. The Burnt 
Offering answers to John, where the Son ever does 
the Father’s will, obedient unto death —a _ voluntary 
act of devotion quite apart from any question of sin. 

Second, by symbol. In the vision of God’s gov- 
ernmental dealings in Ezekiel 1, the four living crea- 
tures who seem to form part of the manifestation of 
deity, are described in verse 10 as follows: “They 
four had the face of a man [Luke], and the face of a 
lion [Matthew], . . . and the face of an ox [Mark] 
. .. they four also had the face of an eagle [John].” 
Compare John’s vision of the four living creatures 
in Revelation 4: 7. 

Third, by prophecy. For example, note the proph- 
ecies concerning Jesus Christ as “the Branch.” Jere- 
miah 23:5: “A righteous Branch, . . . a King” 
(Matthew) ; Zechariah 3:8: “My servant the Branch” 
(Mark) ; Zechariah 6: 12: “The man ... The Branch” 
(Luke); and Isaiah 4:2: “The branch of Jehovah” 
(John). 


New Testament Confirmation—Further, the four- 
fold viewpoint of the Gospels is confirmed by the 
New Testament record of our Lord’s birth, death, 
and coming again; in angelic announcement, in apos- 
tolic doctrine, and in apocalyptic prophecy; in the 
Gospels, the Epistles, and the Apocalypse. 

First, in the angelic announcement of Christ’s birth 
as recorded in Luke 1: 30-35, the fourfold character 
of our Lord’s first coming is clear. He is to have 
the “throne of his father David ... and... reign 
... for ever” (vs. 32, 33), corresponding with Mat- 
thew. Further, “he shall be great” (v. 32); by our 
Lord’s own testimony true greatness consists in be- 
ing servant, like himself who “came not to be min- 
istered unto, but to minister, and to give his life 
a ransom for many”; this is the Servant aspect por- 
trayed in Mark. The angel also announces: “And, 
behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring 
forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. . 
The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and .. . that 
holy thing . . . shall be born of thee” (vs. 31, 35). 
By the overshadowing presence of the supernatural, 
a sinless human is to be born. No human father his, 
but begotten of God is he, “holy,” the perfect man 
of Luke’s Gospel. Hence he can be “Jesus” — “Sav- 
iour,” needing no Saviour himself. Again, the an- 
nouncement names him “the Son of the Highest,” and 
“the Son of God” (vs. 32, 35), in which aspect John 
presents our Lord. 

Second, in the apostolic doctrine of the death of 
Christ we see this delineation. In Philippians 2, in 
urging upon believers the necessity of self-humbling, 
the apostle Paul portrays Christ’s self-humbling. He 
who was the long-promised King, worthy of all glory 
and honor, “made himself of no reputation” as re- 
corded in Matthew. What could be more humbling 
for a King! He who was God in his own right “took 
upon him the form of a servant” as revealed in Mark, 
“and was made in the likeness of men” as recorded 
in Luke. “And being found in fashion as a man,” 
he who was essential deity from all eternity, as God 
manifest in the flesh “humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death” and such a death, yea, “the 
death of the cross,” the criminal’s death. In this 
obedience to the Father’s will, in this drinking of 
the cup the Father gave, we see the whole burnt 
offering devotion of the Son of God in John’s Gos- 
pel. “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him.” 


















































































757 


Blessedly true, but the full exaltation of our Lord 
will eventuate from his second coming to set up his 
kingdom on earth. Having seen Christ in the four 
aspects of the full self-humbling of his first coming, 
we shall see him in the four aspects of the full exal- 
tation of his second coming. This is portrayed in a 
third New Testament confirmation. 

Third, in the apocalyptic prophecy of his coming 
again, recorded in Revelation 19: 11-16, there are 
four names mentioned. “KING OF KINGS, AND 
LORD OF LORDS” (v. 16) is the Matthew aspect 
of our Lord’s glorious exaltation. He who said after 
his resurrection: “All authority hath been given unto 
me in heaven and on earth” (Matt. 28:18) shall ex- 
perience the fullness of that authority in the coming 
day. Again, he is called “Faithful and True” (v. 
11). This speaks of witness and service. The Faith- 
ful Servant and the True Witness of Mark's Gospel 
is forever exalted as such. But we read further: 
“He had a name written, that no man knew, but he 
himself.” In the mystery of our Lord’s humanity, 
quite in addition to his official and moral glories, 
there is a secret between him and the Father alone; 
a name that the Father has given him as a personal 
glory; a name into whose sacredness none else will 
ever be permitted to enter. This is the Luke aspect 
of his exaltation. Finally, we read of a fourth name: 
“His name is called The Word of God” (v. 13), that 
familiar name peculiar to John’s Gospel, whose use 
here shows that the exalted Son of God shall ever 
be to the redeemed the climax of God’s Truth, the 
Revealer of his Being. 

And when his. purposes in time are completed, we 
shall be forever with him in the Eternal City, learn- 
ing more and more, as the ages roll by, of his love 
which took him all the way from Heaven's glories 
to Golgotha’s agonies. And through eternity our 
pan of praise will be: “Thou art worthy .. . for 
thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation. . . . Worthy is the Lamb . to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, aid strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing”! 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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A Teacher’s Scrapbooks 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


FRIEND of mine who has been signally success- 

ful with her classes, sometimes boys and some- 
times girls, some older, some younger, has a method 
which she thinks has helped her more than any one 
thing, aside from her Bible and her habit of taking 
every problem to God in prayer. 

This particular method works along the line of 
personal help for her pupils. She keeps at hand sev- 
eral inexpensive loose-leaf scrapbooks. One she marks 
“Help for the Teacher,” another ‘Help for the Pupil,” 
a third “Help for the Class.” 

As she reads she keeps an eye open all the time 
for articles to clip for her scrapbooks. Sometimes 
it will be only a sentence that seems to her to throw 
light on a particularly bothersome problem that has 
come up for her, for the class, or for some of her 
pupils. Now and then it is a poem, a hymn, or a 
bit of Scripture. 

She has three colors of leaves in her scrapbooks. 
This helps her to classify the material in handy form. 

Sometimes she clips but a phrase or a paragraph 
and adds to it some penciled notes of her own before 
she pastes it in, or writes the thoughts that come to 
her directly on the page beneath or beside the clipping. 

She says sometimes a girl or a boy will ask her a 
question in class that is so personal a thing that she 
thinks best not to try to answer in class, or she has 
not time to go into it as it should be treated then 
and there. She simply says to this questioner, “Come 
see me tomorrow,” or “See me this afternoon,” or 
“T will come see you this afternoon and we shall go 
into that at length.” 

She goes through her scrapbooks searching for 
light for herself, and for clippings she can carry 
to the pupil that will help her show him the way. 
Since the leaves are loose she can carry them readily. 

She thinks sometimes pupils will pay more atten- 
tion to the printed word of a stranger than to the 
folks they know well. Sometimes the pupil is spared 
embarrassment and resentment by reading what he 
would not like to listen to in conversation. Some- 
times she uses the clippings just to add to what she 
has herself been saying, believing that if the printed 
message is left with the pupil to be read in private, 
pondered over, and perhaps prayed over, the impres- 
sion will go deeper. 

When problems come up in the class, the helpful 
hints and clippings are brought to the class to be 
passed around for consideration. For her own help: 
she has her book always at hand, and from it she 
draws many draughts of spiritual comfort, as well as 
information and help on every conceivable question 
touching upon her work. 


Boucper, Coto. 





758 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


DECEMBER 20, 1930 














LESSON I. 


Golden Text.— 


JANUARY 4. THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 


International Uniform Lesson.— 
Thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways. 


Luke I 


— Luke 1: 76 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 


the lesson helps is vs. 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


& And it came to pass, that while he 
executed the priest’s office before God in 
the order of his course, 

9 According to the custom of the priest’s 
office, his lot was to burn incense when 
he went into the temple of the Lord. 

10 And the whole multitude of the peo- 
ple were praying without at the time of 
incense, 

11 And there appeared unto him an 
angel of the Lord standing on the right 
side of the altar of incense. 

12 And when Zacharias saw him, he 
was troubled, and fear fell upon him. 

13 But the angel said unto him, Fear 
not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; 
and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a 
son, and thou shalt call his name John. 

14 And thou shalt have joy and glad- 


8-17, 80 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

8 Now it came to pass, while he exe- 
cuted the priest’s office before God in the 
order of his course, 9 according to the 
custom of the priest’s office, his lot was 
to enter into the *temple of the Lord 
and burn incense. 10 And the whole mul- 
titude of the people were praying without 
at the hour of incense. 11 And there ap- 
peared unto him an ange! of the Lord 
standing on the right side of the altar of 
incense. 12 And Zacharias was troubled 
when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 
13 But the angel said unto him, Fear not, 
Zacharias: because thy supplication is 
heard, and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear 
thee a son, and thou shalt call his name 
John. 14 And thou shalt have joy and 
gladness; and many skall rejoice at his 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


nes$; and many shall rejoice at his birth. 

15 For he shall be great in the sight 
of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine 
nor strong drink; and he shall be filled 
with, the Holy Ghost, even from _ his 
mother’s womb. 


16 And many of the children of Israel 
shall he turn to the Lord their God. 


17 And he shall go before him in the 
spirit and power of Elias, to turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the children, and 
the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; 
to make ready a people prepared forgthe 
Lord. 


80 And the child grew, and waxed in 
spirit, and was in the deserts till the day 
of his shewing unto Israel. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by 
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birth. 15 For he shall be great in the 
sight of the Lord, and he shall drink no 
wine nor *strong drink; and he shall be 
filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his 
mother’s womb. 16 And many of the chil- 
dren of Israel shall he, turn unto the Lord 
their God. 17 And he shall *go before 
his face in the spirit and power of Elijah, 
to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the disobedient to walk in 
the wisdom of the just; to make ready 
for the Lord a people prepared for him. 
80 And the child grew, and waxed 
strong in spirit, and was in the deserts 
till the day of his showing unto Israel. 


Or, sanctuary. * Gr., sikera. * Some 
ancient authorities read come nigh be- 
fore his face. 


International Council of Religious Education, 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 
The Practical Aim 


The salvation of every one of our scholars. 
The Historical Setting 


HE birth of John the Baptist was just six 
months earlier than that of the Lord Jesus (v. 
36). That is to say that it occurred sometime 
during the year 4 B. C. The Roman Republic had 
nineteen years before suffered the revolution by which 
it became an empire. And Augustus the nephew of 
Julius Caesar was the first emperor. In Great Britain 
Cymbeline the father of Caractacus was the principal 
king. He reigned at his capital of Camolodonum, 
which is the modern Colchester. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 1:8.—The order of his course. The organ- 
ization of the priests into these courses was carried 
out by David (1 Chron. 23:6). In 1 Chronicles 24 
a complete list of the courses is given. In all there 
were twenty-four of them (24:18). Each course was 
on duty for one week twice a year. Each day about 
fifty priests were assembled for the services of the 
Temple, while on the Sabbath day the whole course 
would be present. The course of Abia to which 
Zacharias belonged was the eighth in the original 
order. Only three or four of the courses returned 
from Babylon. The other courses, though they still 
continued to bear the old names, could not really be 
identified with the families whose names they bore. 
The numbers were filled by lot from those who had 
returned to Palestine. 

Verse 9.—His lot was to burn incense. 
eral duties were distributed each day by lot among 
the officiating priests. But though this was so it 
was the custom that only once in a lifetime might 
any priest receive the lot to offer the incense. This 
was regarded as the highest mediatorial act because the 


The sev- 


incense symbolized Israel's accepted prayers. From 
that day forward the priest so privileged was ac- 
counted “rich.” This distinction was derived from 


the promise in Deuteronomy 33:11 which follows on 
the reference to such service in verse 10. 

Verse 9.—The temple of the Lord. Literally, “the 
holy place.” In this stood the altar of incense, the 
table of shewbread, and the golden lamp stand (cf. 
Heb. 9: 2; Exod. 30:7 

Verse 10—The time of incense. Edersheim thinks 
that this ministration took place in the morning, be- 
cause at that hour was the principal service of the day. 

Verse 11.—The right side of the altar of incense. 
That is northward by the table (Exod. 40: 22). 

Verse 12.—He was troubled. The records of Scrip- 
ture show that such is the effect always produced by 
communications from the unseen world. It is in- 
structive to contrast the difference in this respect be- 
tween the Lord Jesus Christ and every other person 
to whom such communications were made. If such 
be the effect upon good men, what must the effect 
be upon bad in that day when God shall_use his angels 
to gather them together for judgment? 

Verse 13.—Thy prayer is heard. 

(1) Zacharias and Elisabeth had agreed together 
to pray. Compare Matthew 18: 19,— and this means 
not a mere bargain between two people to pray for 


6 % % % 


a certain thing but a real heart agreement. This can 
only be brought about by the working of the Holy 
Spirit in each heart. 

%. They had been praying for a long while (ci. 
v. 1 

(3) It seemed as if God had refused to grant them 
their hearts’ desire. 

(4) In spite of this there was no bitterness in their 
hearts either against God or against one another. 
This seems plain from the whole tone of the narra- 
tive. In other words they had learned to say “Thy 
will be done.” 

(5) Now they were to learn the further lesson 
that God’s delays are not necessarily denials. The 
answer to prayer was all the more precious because 
it had been so long delayed. 

Thou shalt call his name John. 
sons mentioned by name before their birth: Isaac 
(Gen. 17:19), Solomon (1 Chron. 22:9), .Josiah (1 
Kings 13:2), Cyrus (Isa. 44: 28), and John, as here. 
The full Hebrew form of the word “John” is Jeho- 
hanan. This was the name of King Jehoahaz the 
son of Jehoiakim (cf. 1 Chron. 3:15). The meaning 
is “Jehovah is gracious.” The name expressed the 
significance of this child’s birth to his parents. Names 
in the Bible are often not merely appellations as with 
us but-rather descriptions. The description may apply 
to personal character or to some circumstance of the 
person’s life, as here. For God to bestow a name 
means that he had individualizing thought and char- 
acter for the person so named. Our Lord Jesus be- 
stowed second names on many of his disciples. Some- 
times these names were prophecies of what he would 
“a of them, as in the case of Simon Peter (John 

:42). He plans thus to distinguish every rs of 
his servants who is faithful to him (Rev. 3:12). 


Note the five per- 





Before the Face of the Lord 


By Amos R. Wells 


HE herald of the Saviour, the smoother of his 

ways, — what splendor his, what honor, what 
everlasting praise! What work the highest angels 
might glory to have done, preparing for the coming 
of God’s belovéd Son! Before the Face of power 
the Baptist proudly went; against the host of evil 
his ringing bow he bent; all majesty behind him, 
all wickedness before, he built the road the coming 
King should swiftly travel o’er. Before that Face 
of beauty the Baptist made his way, the loveliness, 
the sunshine of the everlasting day; he told the 
waiting people of the gleaming of that Face, all 
radiant with kindness, all glorious with grace. Be- 
fore that Face of righteousness the Baptist marched 
along, with proclamations earnest and masterfully 
strong; he called to godly living, to justice and to 
right, and all his words rang royally with high and 
heavenly might. Before that Face of mercy the 
Saviour’s herald strode, and the promise of Messiah 
made comfort on his road. He spoke of free salva- 
tion, of sinners saved at last, and heavy hearts were 
lifted as the hopeful herald passed. Before the face 
of Jesus, O brother! we may go, encouraging the 
doubtful, confounding every foe, heralds of perfect 
blessedness for those that heed the word; and He 
will come confirming all, our ever-blessed Lord! 











The general lesson for us to learn is that of the 
Saviour’s care for individual disciples. 


Verse 15.—He shall . . . drink neither wine nor 
strong drink. The priests were Similarly prohibited 
from strong drink .(Lev. 10:9), and the Nazarites 
even more rigidly (Num. 6:3). The case of Sam- 
son (Judg. 13:4) may remind us that, horrible as 
the sin of drunkenness is, it is not the only sin. 

Verse 16—Many of the children of Israel shall he 
turn. John’s office was to be a concentration of the 
spirit of the law. It was the work of the law to convict 
of sin. And thus John eminently represented the law 
and the prophets in their work of preparing the way 
for Christ. 

Verse 17.—Before him. That is (1) the Messiah. 
(2) The Messiah as being the Lord their God. This 
latter meaning is clear from the last clause of the 
sentence to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. 
Thus right from the outset the deity of the Lord 
Jesus Christ is insisted upon. 

The spirit and power of Elias. John was to be a 
type, a partial fulfillment of the personal coming back 
again to the earth of Elijah in the latter days. These 
words oi verse 17 expressly show that John was not 
Elijah. The work of John was analogous to that 
of Elijah. To both men was entrusted the task of 
seeking to bring their people to repentance. On the 
other hand, John was unlike Elijah in this, that he 
“did no miracle” (John 10: 41). 

To turn the hearts. The first part of the sentence 
is quoted word for word from Malachi 4:6. But 
the second part is the angel’s exposition of the rest 
of the quotation. 

Verse 18.—J am an old man. The Levites became 
superannuated at the age of fifty (Num. 4:3), but 
apparently this rule did not apply to the priests. 

Verse 80.—And the child grew. This phrase re- 
curs and affords a very similar conclusion to this in 
2:40 and 52. Perhaps these endings denote the termi- 
nation of that particular record of which Luke was 
making use. Luke’s opportunities for obtaining first- 
hand information on these intimate details connected 
with the Nativity of our Lord appear from his asso- 
ciation with Paul during the two years the latter 
was imprisoned at Czsarea (Acts 24:27), and from 
his probable earlier association with the Herodian 
household through Manzn (Acts 13:1). It is prob- 
able that Luke himself came from Antioch. The 
first chapter of this Gospel is full of the spirit of 
the Old Testament. The very phraseology is in 
unison with Hebrew usage. 

Was in the deserts. This would scarcely apply to 
John’s childhood. It probably means that from the 
time of his later boyhood he was accustomed to the 
solitude of the desert and the consequent temperate life 
which characterized him. 

The day of his shewing unto Israel. The opening 
of his official life. Scripture is quite silent as to just 
how this came about. 


A Lesson Outline 
ZACHARIAS 
1. The postponement of his hopes. 
2. The amazement at God’s word. 
3. The fulfillment of his desire. 
Golden Topics 


1. Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when 
the desire cometh, it is a tree of life (Prov. 13:12). 


Lesson for January 4 


The hope of Zacharias and Elisabeth for a child had 
been so long deferred that its fulfillment had become, 
humanly speaking, an impossibility. Compare thé 
similar case of Abraham and Sarah. It is remarkable 
that in both these cases when God would bring some 
special blessing and joy into the lives of individuals 
and into the world at large, there was this seemingly 
endless delay. When God keeps his people waiting 
for anything it is always because he has some special 
lesson to teach them. Heart sickness did not inter- 
fere with Zacharias in the performance of his duties. 
His appointed task should be fulfilled, however heavy 
his own heart might be. The disappointment of 
these. two had not ied to bitterness and quarrels. , Mt 
had been a sharp test of their married love and of 
their home life. And at the end of it the testimony 
concerning them was that they were blameless (v. 6). 


2. Note the distinction between blamelessness and 
faultlessness. Zacharias and Elisabeth were blameless 
but they were not faultless. A child’s preparation of 
its lesson may be blameless but it may be by no 
means faultless. 


3. God’s care for children. The relationship be- 
tween a parent’s faith and a child’s salvation is one 
which is not fully made known to us. But some things 
are clear from Scripture. Circumcision was a seal 
of faith (Rom. 4:11). It must have been the parents’ 
faith, yet the semi-conscious infant, eight days old, 
received the seal. 

God declares that even where one member of a 
previously heathen union becomes a Christian the chil- 
dren are holy (1 Cor. 7:14). This seems at least 
to mean this, that a Christian parent is encouraged 
to claim his child’s salvation. There is no need for 
looking upon the Prodigal Son as a normal or desir- 
able example of the conversion of such a child of 
Christian parents. 

This may give encouragement to our work in the 
Sunday-school. Even where the children come from 
non-Christian homes we may be sure that our loving 
heavenly Father has a very tender care for them. 
and if John could be filled with the Holy Ghost from 
his mother’s womb we may be sure that no child who 
can understand anything at all is too young to be 
born again. And it is, of course, only with children 
who are old enough to understand something at least 
that we as Sunday-school workers have to do. By 
all means let the teacher study carefully, if possible, 
a book by the late Sir Robert Anderson entitled “The 
Entail of the Covenant” (formerly published by Pick- 
ering and Inglis, London, Eng.; apparently out of 
print). 

4. The possibilities of childhood. The child, what 
will he become? is a question that is often asked. The 
seriousness of this question is only equalled by the 
glorious possibilities that lie not yet unfolded in our 
boys and girls. 


TUNBRIDGE WELisS, ENG. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover th2 answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT beautiful significance has the name “Zach- 
arias” for this man, the father of John the Baptist? 

2. What was unusual in Zacharias’ duty on the day 
Gabriel appeared to him in the Temple? 

3. Where in the hill country of Judza is Zacharias 
supposed to have lived? 

4. What is revealed of the ability and character of 
Zacharias in Luke’s first chapter? 

5. What can we learn about Elisabeth from this same 
chapter? 

6. How did Zacharias and Elisabeth know that the 
name of the child was to be John? 

7. What instances can you name from the Bible where 
a child’s name was foretold before the child’s birth? 

8. Name some respects in which the birth of John was 
unusual. 

9. What was the meaning of the dumbness of Zach- 
arias ? 

10. What is the significance of the birth of John? 

11. There is special emphasis laid upon John’s develop- 
ment and growth from childhood, in one phase of that 
growth: what is it? 

12. Name three of the greatest characters in the Bible 


record whose special preparation for their life work 
was ir seclusion. 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


Faith is the assurance that the thing which God has 
said in his Word is true, and that God will act accord- 
ing to what he has said in his Word—George Miller. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen 


1. January 4.—The Birth of John the Baptist ...Luke 1 
2. January 11.—The Childhood of Jesus ........... Luke 2 
3. January 18—The Ministry of John the Baptist ..Luke 3 
4. January 25.—Jesus Tempted ......... Luke 3:21 to 4:30 
5. February 1.—Jesus the Great Physician. 

Luke 4: 31 to §: 39 
6. February 8.—Jesus the World’s Teacher ...... Luke 6 
7. February 15.—Jesus the Friend of Sinners ........ Luke 7 
8. February 22.—Jesus Bearing the Good Tidings ..Luke 8 
9. March 1.—Jesus Sending Forth Missionaries 


Luke 9:1 to 10: 24 
10. March 8—The Good Samaritan ........... Luke 10 : 25-37 
1% March 15.—Jesus Among Friends and Foes 
Luke 10: 38 to 11 : 54 
12 March 22—The Use and Abuse of God’s Gifts. 
CLOMPOPANGS: LASIOR,) 0000600 icicvcctecsstecsceee Luke 12 
13. March 29.—Review: Jesus the World’s Saviour: 
Preparation and Popularity. 








The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Our Birth.—And thou shalt have joy and gladness; 
and many shall rejoice at his birth (v. 14). When 
I come to teach this lesson, in a few words I will 
sketch in the old world sunk in misery and despair 
under the Cesars. Then I will ask the Iron Rose 
Class to name the men of whose birth the world 
has had reason to rejoice with joy and gladness. 
From John Baptist in that day to John Smith in this 
day. And contra, the men at whose birth the world 
could have wept, from Nero the “Fiddler” to Nick 
the “Gun.” This will start ’em! There will be dif- 
ference of opinion about the fellows who gave us 
automobiles, moving pictures, cigarettes, chewing gum, 
and prevalent fashions. Then after the verbal fire- 
works have all erupted, this question: “Is your birth 
anything for anybody to rejoice about?” ‘“How best 
to make one’s birth something for little Squedunk to 
have joy and gladness and rejoicing about?” It just 
occurs to me that this is the first time in twenty-four 
years I have given any hint as to how I teach my 
own lessons to my company of men. I guess I will 
let it ride, although I was just on the point of using 
the other end of my pencil. Indeed, I have found 
one successful way to hold the interest of a company 
of men over a period of years is this plan of drag- 
ging the coat tails up and down before the class and 
inviting whosoever will to step on them and start 
something. When we had the lesson on the burning 
of the books in Acts 19:19, I asked for favorite 
superstitions. We had a plenty. The favorite one 
seemed to be “a black cat crossing the road before 
an automobile.” Sure to have a puncture, or blowout, 
or something — might avert it if you knock on wood 
at once. Well, the birth of John was the beginning 
of the end of the superstitions which kept the world 
of John and the Lord Jesus in constant terror. See 
Africa and heathendom today and how “Missi” brings 
“joy and gladness” (Luke 2: 10). 


The Best of Jobs.—J am Gabriel, that stand in the 
presence of God; and I am sent to speak unto thee, 
and to shew thee these glad tidings (v. 19). If the 
old Sunday-school song, “I want to be an angel and 
with the angels stand, a crown upon my forehead, a 
harp within my hand,” was accurate and we Chris- 
tians were placed among those we serve instead of 
reigning with Him, 2 Timothy 2:12 and Revelation 
22:5 seem too good to be true. I have always thought 
I would like to be in Gabriel’s division, if he has a 
division. Why? Because Gabriel seems to be in 
charge of the “Good Tidings’ department. While 
the most undesirable job in the whole world is the 
bringer of Bad Tidings —and for which tyrants often 
chopped off heads —the most desirable of all jobs is 
the privilege of bringing Good Tidings. Preaching. 
Teaching. Evangelizing. All literature has many ex- 
amples. Browning’s “Good News from Ghent to 
Aix” is one of the best known. Marathon in Greece. 
Mutiny in India. The history of war is full of good 
news bringing. And a mixed good and bad news. 
David (z Sam. 18: 27, 32, 33). But I do not believe 
we Christians know the height of the joy of good 
tidings as do those peoples sunk in the terrors of 
the superstitions of heathendom when they are made 
to understand and grasp the Lord Jesus the Way Out. 
We read of them walking toilsome miles and miles 
to hear more and more of the good tidings the mis- 
sionaries bring. We can understand a little bit why 
men and women give up all the comforts and oppor- 
tunities of the home place and the contacts with 
the home folks in order to be “Gabriels.” I have 
noticed that once a missionary always a missionary. 
May come home for a little while and take a charge 
—but back they go, confirmed joy bringers. Look 
at the gray old “Gabriels”! Carey in India. Living- 
stone, Mackay, Crawford, and so on. Taylor in 
China. Patton in New Hébrides. Young in Alaska. 
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Brockman in Japan, Mel Trotter Down Town. Yes, 
if I were not on the throne I would like to enlist 
with Gabriel! 

Keeping Young.—And the child grew, and waved 
strong in spirit, and was in the deserts (v. 80). Three 
great things for John Baptist. Bodily growth. Soul 
development. Outdoor life. Gym. Sunday-school. 
Scouting. Now, Friend Teacher, there you are for 
a wide-awake lesson. Who can measure the worth 
of just being able to grow? It is a great concern 
of mothers now days. They have scales and baby is 
weighed every day. If there is no gain in weight 
we find mother right up on the anxious bench. A 
while ago a showman gathered from all over the 
world a company of Lilliputians, adult men and wo- 
men who had stopped growing at the four or five 
year size. One old fellow about a yard high was a 
so-so sleight-of-hand man. Others had been taught 
to sing a little and do stunts. It was no “entertain- 
ment” for me. I was saddened and thanked God 
all the little folks in our family connections were 
growing out of their clothes in the good ,old-fashioned 
way! How about “strong in spirit’? We all like 
our little folks bright and cute. Have you any proud 
dads among your acquaintance? Then you know! 
One of the weekly magazines gives a prize for smart 
things children say and then prints them. Pretty poor 
and flat to us, but to dad or ma, “Say, isn’t that the 
cutest thing!” Folks want the spiritual side of their 
children looked after, and so the man who has no 
use for religion and “never darkens the church” is 
glad to have his boys and girls go to Sunday-school 
rather than grow up “heathens.” Outdoor life. 
America has caught up to John Baptist. We are all 
outdoors now with the balls, base, tennis, foot, la- 
crosse, golf, bowls, plus bow and arrows. With the 
result ‘old folks” are becoming as extinct as our 
buffalos. It used to be sixty was the age of “old 
folks.” Now sixty has become the youth of old age. 
When the doctors have succeeded in trapping all 
the “bugs” that inhabit “our earthly house of this 
tabernacle,” if we keep “strong in spirit” and remain 
the Boy Scout we may come into the Moses class 
(Deut. 34:7; Isa. 40:31). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


ue 
Teaching by Objects 


By Ethel S. Low 





MATERIAL: A trumpet or bugle. 











ID you ever see a great procession? Did you 

notice that one of the first men in most parades 
is the man who carries this horn? We call him the 
trumpeier or herald. Sometimes there are several 
heralds riding on beautiful horses, and they blow their 
trumpets. 

For many centuries heralds have ridden before kings, 
blowing their trumpets, that all the people might 
know that the king was.coming, and the way might 
be clear for him to pass. 

Did you know that John the Baptist was a herald? 
No, he had no trumpet, but I read that he was a 
“voice . . . crying in the wilderness,” and as the peo- 
ple went crowdirg out there to see and hear him, 
don’t you think his voice rang out like a trumpet 
blast? He cried, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.” 

So he really was a herald, wasn’t he? . 

Yes, and we can say more than that, for he was 
the greatest herald the world has ever seen, for he 
was the herald of the King of kings and Lord of 
lords! 

Monesto, Ca. 


3 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully_a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might othe~-vise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text imdicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 
Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
aoe te i desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
a 


Declining Demotion.—He executed the priest’s 
office before God in the order of his course (v. 8). 
A well-known missionary to Turkey was offered a 
consulship in one of the chief Turkish cities at a 
princely salary. “Why in the world did you not ac- 
cept such a chance?” asked a young man in amaze- 
ment. “Well,” was the quiet reply, “I declined to 
step down from an ambassadorship to a consulship.” 








760 


From “The Friend of Russia.” Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


The Old Chinese Christian’s Request. 
—And he shall go before him in the 
spirit and power of Elias (v. 17). An 
old Chinese Christian begged the mis- 
sionary to send them a catechist. “But,” 
he said, “we don’t want a fine, stuck-up 
young man, whose voice can’t be heard 
beyond the third seat, though he may be 
full of wisdom inside. We want a man 
who goes about like the night watchman. 
He makes only two sounds: ‘Pok, pok! 
Pok, pok!” And the old man got up 
and went round the room imitating the 
way in which the watchman strikes his 
bamboo at night to warn the thieves. “We 
want a man to go through the villages 
with a loud voice, saying, ‘Jesus can 
save! Jesus can save!”—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio. 

The Child and the Radio.—To turn 
the hearts of the fathers to the children, 
and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
just (v. 17). A year has passed since 
our little girl, six and one-half years 
old, went to be with the Lord. A few 
hours before she fell asleep we heard 
coming from a neighbor’s radio across 
the street “Jesus, Lover of My Soul” 
and “Rock of Ages,” just the two songs, 
sung by a man. Jesus seemed very near, 
and it came just in time to help us in 
our sorrow. Our little girl knew these 
songs and she loved the Saviour. After 
the music had ceased she wanted to hear 
the story of Jesus just once more. That 
has changed our whole lives. We lost 
no time in getting our own radio, and 
never missed a broadcast from W MBI. 
We cannot express in words what bless- 
ings have come to our home through 
your wonderful messages and songs, and 
we thank you. All our perplexities have 
been answered at the Question Hour and 
Plain Talks, and we praise God. Never 
before have we searched the Scriptures 
as we have in the past year.—From a 
letter to the Moody Bible Institute, 
printed in Moody Monthly. Sent by AIl- 
bert Mygatt, Spencer, S. D. Prise illus- 
tration. 


How Paul and the Infidel Agreed.— 
To turn ... the disobedient to the wis- 
dom of the just (v. 17). An earnest 
Christian man and faithful reader of the 
Bible was assailed by an infidel. “I do 
not understand nor do I believe,” said he, 
“that the blood of Jesus Christ can wash 
away my sin.” “You and St. Paul quite 
agree on that subject,” answered the Bible 
student. “How?” “Turn to the first 
chapter of First Corinthians and read 
the eighteenth verse: ‘For the preaching 
of the cross is to them that perish fool- 
ishness; but unto us which are saved it 
is the power of God.’” The infidel hung 
his head and began to study the Bible. 
He soon found it to be God’s power unto 
salvation—From The Lutheran. Sent by 
Mary F. Wishard, San Anselmo, Cal. 


To Dying Men.—Thou shalt go before 
the face of the Lord to prepare his ways 
(Golden Text). It is said of a famous 
preacher that he always preached “as a 
dying man to dying men.” It is such 
preaching that is always effective. <A 
wisister visiting a penitentiary one Sat- 
urday, was invited by the Christian 
- warden to speak to the inmates the next 
day. That evening the minister felt im- 
pressed to go to the penitentiary and learn 
the details regarding the service. Noting 
two chairs draped in black in the main 
assembly room he inquired as to the rea- 
son. Said the warden, “These two chairs 
;are draped for death. Your sermon 
‘will be the last these men will ever hear.” 
You can realize that Browning and Emer- 
son figured very little in the sermon that 
was delivered on that occasion. There are 
chairs in most audiences draped for death. 
—From The Toronto Globe. Sent by 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


we 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the coming of the Lord 


Jesus. We thank thee for the one who went 
before him to make ready his ways. May 
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we who know the Lord do our part to open 
the way for him into the hearts of those 
around us, and wherever thou dost cail us | 
to serve. Help us to put self out of ac- | 
count, and to give the Lord Jesus pre- 
eminence in our life and work. May we so 
live that we shall be clean in body and | 
mind, and strong in the life of the spirit, | 
in order that we may be faithful witnesses | 
to him whom we serve. We ask it in his 
name. Amen. | 


After the Lesson.—Do you know how 
it was in Syria and Palestine where | 
Jesus lived his earthly life? When any | 
important person passed through the | 
crowded towns a forerunner ran ahead | 
of his conveyance preparing a way for | 
him. . John the Baptist’s special work | 
was preparing the hearts of the people | 
for the coming of One whose forerunner 
he was. I wonder if the Lord Jesus does | 
not need way-preparers now, right here | 
in this town? Are there not some w' ” 
live right around us, and yet who seem 
to have no thought of him, no open way 
into their lives by which he could come | 
in? Have we done our part in preparing 
that way by what we say and do? What 
a wonderful thing it is to think that 
any one of us can really be a preparer 
of .the way for the Lord Jesus into the 
lives of others! Have we thought 
enough about that? Is there not some 
one whom you think of right now w o 
can be reached during this very day, 
or during this coming week? Let us 
ask God to show us to whom we can | 
go, and open the way for the Lord Jesus. | 
Let us pray. 


PREPARE YF, THE WAY 
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Lesson Hymns 


“Fill Your Place.” 

“Can Others See Jesus in You?” 
“Come, Thou Almighty King.” 
“Ever True and Faithful.” 

“The Name of Jesus.” 

“He is So Precious to Me.” 


4 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 
EAD from Luke 1:1 through Luke 





2:20. We are going to spend six 
months studying the beautiful Gospel of 


Luke. Urge each one in the class to 
begin the New Year by promising to 
try to be at Sunday-school every Sun- 
day in 1931. One New Year’s Sunday, 
which was a bitterly cold day, a little 
girl seven and a half years old said, “I 
am going to Sunday-school every Sun- 
day this year!” She did not miss a 
Sunday until the influenza epidemic in 
1918—seven years and almost ten 
months. 

Tell the class that four men wrote 
about the Lord Jesus, and their books 
are called by their names. Luke was 
one of these. Let the class tell you the 
names of the other Gospels. Luke was 
not one of the Lord’s disciples, but he 
was a very earnest believer in the Sav- 
iour. The apostle Paul calls him “the 
beloved physician.” He must have been 
very tender-hearted, for he tells us of so 
many of the “kind, thoughtful deeds of 
the Lord Jesus, and retells so many beau- 
tiful stories, showing how loving and 
real the heavenly Father is. In all this 
Luke is trying to show us that the Lord 
Jesus came “to seek and to save that 
which was lost.” 

Luke begins his Gospel by telling about 
Zacharias and Elisabeth his wife. They 
both loved God and kept his command- 
ments. Zacharias was a priest, and once 
while he was burning the fragrant in- 
cense on the little golden altar in the 
Temple he saw an angel standing by 
the altar. How did Zacharias feel when 
he saw the angel? The angels are God’s 
messengers, and this one had come to 
bring great news. Perhaps Zacharias 
and Elisabeth had often asked God for 


/ a son, and the angel said to him: “Fear 


not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard.” 
Then he told about the little son that 
God was going to give them. This little 
son would bring joy and gladness to his 
parents and to many others also. The 
Lord named him John, and sent them 
word what kind of man he should be. 
Have the children learn the beautiful 
things the angel said about John. He 
was great in the sight of the Lord, 
drinking neither wine nor strong drink, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and turning 
the hearts of many of the children of 
Israel to the Lord their God. This would 
make happy families, for the fathers 
would love their children better, and 
the children would be more obedient and 
loving. In this way John would be get- 
ting the people ready for their King, 
who was the Lord Jesus. No sweeter 
praise or higher honor could have been 
given to any man, and we know that the 
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angel’s message made the hearts of the 
dear old people glad. 

Afterward God sent this same mighty 
angel to Nazareth, a town up in Gali- 
lee, with a still more wonderful message 
to Mary a cousin of Elisabeth. Mary 
was a descendant of King David, and 
Gabriel told her that God had chosen 
her for the mother of his Son, who should 
be named Jesus, which means Saviour. 
Now have the class repeat with you what 
the angel said about the Saviour. “He 
shall be great, and shall be called the 
Son of the Highest: and the Lord God 
shall give unto him the throne of his 
father David: and he shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever; and of his 
kingdom there shall be no end,” Make 
it clear that all of this could not have 
been said of anyone but the Son of God 
himself. . 

The angel told Mary of the little son 
whom God had promised Zacharias and 
Elisabeth, and Mary went to visit her 
cousin Elisabeth and stayed three months. 
Both Elisabeth and Mary praised God 
for his promises, and because he had 
visited his people. It had been a long 
time since God had spoken to them. Each 
one of these little cousins would rejoice 
the heart of his mother, still they were 
coming to bring God’s blessings to the 
world. 

When John was born his father sang 
a beautiful song of praise. The little 
boy lived a very quiet life, living out of 
doors, no doubt often hearing God’s mes- 
sages. 

And when the time came for the lit- 
tle Saviour to be born the Roman em- 
peror ordered all people to go to the town 
of their forefathers to be enroiled. So 
Mary went with her husband to Beth- 
lehem, where their father David was 
born. So the King was born in Bethle- 
hem the city of David. If you have 
time let the children tell about the angels 
who sang to the shepherds about the 
world’s Saviour, and the Father’s love 
to the world. 

Memory. Verse: Psalm 27: 11, “Teach 
me thy way, O Lord.” 

Curnton, S. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
God’s preparation: 

(x) For the greatest event of all time. 

(2) In the hearts of two old people. 

(3) By the birth of a little child. 


OW different is God’s preparation 

for a great event from man’s! We 
begin with the outward show, the ap- 
pearances attendant upon the event, the 
things we must do and say, the recog- 
nition this great thing must be accorded 
by other great things and people. But 
God begins silently, deep down in some 
human heart (and that likely the heart 
of some humble, little-known person), 
to work those inward changes that men 
take slight account of. He quietly teaches 
the truth that is to be, the meaning 
of that which is to come to pass. And 
it is sometimes long years before men 
recognize this preparation of God’s, be- 
fore they can see its place in God’s great 
plan for things —and then they see that 
God was moving long before anything 
unusual had occurred. 


(1) So it was when God began to 
prepare for the greatest event of all 
time — the life of his only begotten Son 
on this earth of ours. There was no 
startling public miracle, no cataclysmic 
change in the course of affairs, no mighty 
monarch’s proclamation to make men 
halt and wonder, no apparent break in 
nature’s ordered ways, when in the full- 
ness of time God sent his Son into the 
world to reconcile the world to himself. 
Millions living then did not know he 
was here —how he came, how he lived, 
how he died, how he left earth at last 
— much less anything of this initial event 
in that chain of divine events, until long 
years after it was all over. 


(2) But this initial event in that 
greatest of all events— what was it? 














We tes we wwe wee eee UL CU ow wee ie te we tlw Cee a Ue Ore 


FS oemisy we 


Yes eo www em | wwe: 






























Lesson for January 4 


Simply a message to two very quiet old 
people, faithfully busy about their ap- 
pointed tasks. This is the very first re- 
corded event in the earthly history of 
our Lord Jesus—the first thing Luke 
has to tell us when he would “write . . 
in order ... all things from the very 
first” of that Life. True, the message 
was brought by an archangel and its 
fulfillment meant the working -of a hid- 
den miracle, but nobody else in all that 
mighty temple of worship saw or heard 
this heavenly messenger save this one 
old priest, Zacharias, busy at his stated 
duties. Apparently only the neighbors 
and cousins who came to the child’s 
christening knew anything of the mir- 
acle of his birth to his aged parents. 
Even when we read that “they marvelled 
all . . . and all these sayings [about this 
birth] were noised abroad throughout all 
the hill country of Judza” we are read- 
ing of a “seven-day wonder” in a very 
limited neighborhood in a very insignifi- 
cant province of the mighty Roman Em- 
pire—as far as any world-recognition 
that God was moving toward the world- 
climax was concerned. 


(3) And then we read of the birth of 
this little boy, who was given the unex- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesso 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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pected name, as commanded by the angel, 
and who lived a lonely separated life be- 
yond that of most only children of old 
parents, a life with a definite purpose and 
plan from its very beginning, but not 
observed by men “till the day of his 
shewing unto Israel.” 

What does all this mean to and for 
your girls? Just this: let not one of 
them despise the (apparently) little things 
in her life that are ordered of God; for 
through that little thing she may scarcely 
deem significant he may be_ preparing 
for some great thing in her future.and 
the worlk:’s, Indeed she may be’ very 
sure God will begin his great work in 
her and through her within her own 
heart, deep hidden from the observation 
of others. Only let her listen and obey; 
as she catches God’s messages, as did 
Zacharias, Elisabeth, and John. 


Home Study 


Since Luke’s is the only chronological 
biography of Jesus Christ, would you 
not like to make a synopsis of it, in your 
Bible notebook, from these lessons, per- 
haps illustrating it with such pictures 
as you may secure? This week enter 
both the birth of John and that of Jesus 
(since we studied that event only two 
weeks ago and it will not be repeated), 
as recorded in Luke’s first and second 
chapters. 

Decatur, Ga. 

we 


Can Your Class 
Find the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CurIsTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CuristiAN Youtu, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CHRISTIAN YouTH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNDAY 
ScHoot TiMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. What was unusual in the time and 
place in which the angel appeared to 
Zacharias? Might he have appeared to 
Zacharias in this place on most any day? 


2. How may we know that Zacharias 
and his wife had been praying for a son? 


3. How many others are mentioned in 
Scripture as having their names foretold 
before their birth? Who are they? 


4. In what way was this son of Zach- 
arias to be like Samson and Samuel? 


5. How was he to be like Elijah? 
6. In what three ways did John grow? 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Before His face. 


Discussion: Let the fellows name some 
of the many ways in which a fellow 
cam help another fellow to get ac- 
quainted with Jesus Christ. 


Objective: Preparing the way before the 
Lord. 





| our Lord Jesus said that of all men there 








SA*: fellows; we had John the Bap- 
tist on the first Sunday of last Quar- 
ter. Now we have him on the first Sun- 
day of this Quarter; and we have him 
again two ‘weeks from today. It is not 
too much. We could study him, his char- 
acter, his mission, and his performance, 
many times during the year with profit, 
for he is worth while. The fact that 





was no greater than John the Baptist 
(Matt. 11:11) is sufficient to warrant 
our making a very thorough study of 
this unique man. He was of special use 
to the Lord. Any man with vision, a 
good spinal column, and plenty of humil- 
ity can be of special use to the Lord. 
In fact, Jesus himself said, as recorded 
in that same Matthew 11:11, and. also 
in Luke 7: 28, that “he that is least in 
one kingdom of heaven is greater than 
1e. 

Fellows, it helps me very much — and 
God’s Word encourages all of us to co 
so—to look at these great characters 
who have served the Lord in an outstand- 
ing and peculiar way; then reflect upon 
the fact that we, too, just ordinary folks, 
can enter into a similar relationship with 
the Lord. Not exactly the same in all 
details, but very similar, and even more 
appropriately fashioned for our times. 
It is interesting, indeed it is thrilling to 
know that every fellow has his own 
peculiar and individual mold for service. 
No two exactly alike. Therefore, if one 
likes to be original, the Lord has made 
abundant arrangement for him to be orig- 
inal to his heart’s content. And this very 
thing is undoubtedly in the plan of God. 

For today’s thought about John, let 
us take the saying of old Zacharias, his 
father, when the child was eight days ‘old: 
“And thou, child, shalt be called the 
prophet of the Highest : for thou shalt 
go before the face of the Lord to pre- 
pare his ways; to give knowledge of sal- 
vation unto his people” (Luke 1: 76, 77). 

Going “before the face of the Lord to 
prepare his ways.” That was John’s 
unique position in the scheme of 
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salvation for the world. And _ very 
surely that may also be your unique 
position and mine—only varied by 
the difference in personality and the 
changed manners and customs of the 
times. Every fellow who: is willing to 
be used by the Master can “go before the 
face of the Lord” and “prepare his ways,” 
into the heart of some other fellow — 
yea, into the hearts and lives of many 
other fellows. 

One of you fellows go to the black- 
board and draw two parallel lines, say a 
yard long and about four inches’ apart. 
Sognant the ends of the lines by a verti- 
cal line, and you have a parallelogram. 
Next, two more vertical lines, inside the 
space, so that you have three compart- 
ments, each four by twelve inches. Write 
in the first space the name of Jesus 
Christ. In the middle space, John. In 
the right hand space, the word Unbe- 
liever. You see John stands before the 
face of Jesus Christ, to introduce him 
to the Unbeliever. He prepares the way 
of the Lord, through his personal con- 
tact and his announcement, into the heart 
and life of that one who does not know 
Jesus Christ. Now then, erase John’s 
name and write your own in its place; 
for it is undoubtedly in the plan of God 
that you, too, shall be an “announcer” 
for him, and in that way preparing the 
way before the face of the Lord. Of 
course, you will remember that only the 
Holy Spirit can make the real entrance 
into a fellow’s heart and bring conviction 
and regeneration; but God has chosen 
to use you and me as his messengers, 
and as the channels through whom the 
Holy Spirit operates to make one know 
the Lord Jesus in the saving of his soul. 








Reaching the Otherwise Unreached in Rural Western Canada 


167,404 Bible verses learned in one year by 5,625 children. 43 missionaries (21 without com- 
pensation) at work all or part time summer 1930 organizing Bible memory contests, starting 
Sunday-schools, holding evangelistic meetings, visiting home. Many professed conversions, 
Doors are open on every hand. Will you remember this work in your prayers and gifts? 
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Few interpreters of the 
Scriptures have as de- 
voted a following as has 
Charles Gallaudet Trum- 
bull, the Editor of The 
Sunday School Times. 
Mr. Trumbull is in inti- 
mate touch with Bible 
study and teaching meth- 
ods. Do you want his 
estimate of the American 
Standard Bible? Read 
his illuminating letter : 
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Nelson Scripture 
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(American Standard Version) 


Now available—beautiful- 
ly engrossed wall cards, 


Great Love Chapter (1 
Corinthians XIII). The 
Shepherd Psalm (Psalm 
XXIII), and The Beati- 
tudes (Matthew V, 1-12). 
The text used is the 
matchless American 
Standard Version with 
its supremely accurate 
translations. The price 
of these wall cards is 25c 
each, but to you who 
send in the attached 
coupon your favorite pas- 
sage from the 3 here 
listed will be sent for only 
10c, or all 3 for 25c. 
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~—<Its Clear Revealing—— 


Follow Mr. Trumbull’s lead. He knows by test; 


Standard Bible ; study it; teach from it. And be 
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in all sizes, types and Amer ican 

styles of binding are ob- on Standard ¢ 
are sold. (Edited by American Revision Committee) 


has been adopted by all leading Colleges, Theolog- 
ical Seminaries, Y.M.C. A., Y. W. C. A., and Bible 
Schools throughout the United States, and is used 
by over 13,000,000 scholars from which to study 
the International, graded or other Bible lessons. 


9%x12% inches, with the Nelson Guaranteed Binding 


Remember that a Nelson Guaranteed Binding 
will be replaced if it does not bear up under 
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of the mh ¥ more 
thoughtful Bible stu- 
dent of today does not 
feel fully informed in 
studying a Bible passage 
unless he works with the 
American Standard in 
hand. It has been used in 
the columns of The Sun- 
day i imes_ since 
om st a rance in 

Chon rles Gal- 
aw 8 Trumbull. 
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THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 


381-A., Fourth Avenue, New York City 
Authorized publishers for the American Revision Committee 


Dear Sirs: Please send me FREE copy of your book entitled, ‘“The 
Wonderful Story. ** You may include 
(state which, if only one). 
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West Indies General Mission 


Please join us in prayer for a greatly needed 
Bible School to train native young people in 
soul-winning and Bible teaching; to off-set 
Russellism, Seventh-Dayism and Modernism. 
Send gifts to Mr. Russet T. Capy, Hon. 
Treas., 4045 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn, 
New York. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; fér foreign sub- 
scriptions add S@ cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 


The angel Gabriel would . doubtless 
covet this service, but the Lord in his 
wondrous grace has reserved it for such 
mortals as. us to perform this very par- 
ticular service for him. We may be 
awkward and we may stammer, but even 
our.awkwardness and our stammering ef- 
forts are used to the glory of God, if 
we have vision, a spine, and plenty of 
humility. 


Greensboro, N. C. 
4 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of December 28) 


1. Three have been women, and ten 
(omitting Timothy) have been men; three 
were men of wealth, three men of com- 
manding position; only one was a man of 
doubtful morality (at least in his money 
transactions), the others all being more or 
less “good” people. 

2. They all needed a personal Saviour, 
and all so accepted him in the end, except 
the one who was so “good” that Christ 
“looking upon him loved him.” 

3. Does not the fact that each of these 
persons was closely associated with Christ 
make one underlying theme for these twelve 
lessons ? : 

4. Returning to the first of the whole 
series (six months ago) we can count bet- 
ter than two thousand years between Abra- 
ham and Saul of Tarsus; but if only the 
last three months are thought of then some 
sixty years lie between Zacharias and the 
close of-the life of Saul of T=rsus, or the 
ministry of Timothy. 

5. They were all lived, in the main, in the 
little land first called Canaan, later Pales- 
tine, with the exceptions of Abraham’s so- 
journ in Egypt, Moses’ life in Egypt and 
the wilderness, Jacob’s flight to Padan-aram, 
and Paul’s missionary journeys, and Tim- 
othy’s with him and for him. 

6. Lesson 8. 

7. Zaccheus was probably older, he 
could doubtless not claim the morality of 
the young ruler, but he repented and evi- 
dently became a follower of Christ, which 
the other refused to do. 

8. Peter and Thomas of lessons five and 
six, and Stephen and Saul of lessons ten 
and eleven. 

9. Faith—Zin the deity and in the sav- 
ing and keeping power of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

10. The centurion’s faith. See the Lord’s 
own comment (Matt. 8: 10). 

11. Stephen. 

12. Zaccheus. 

13. Zacharias, Simeon, and Anna. 

14. The Rich Young Ruler, Thomas, and 
Peter. 

15. Peter, Stephen, and Saul. 


Wade C. Smith’s Engagements 


H OW would you like to see Wade 
Smith draw some of his Little Jetts 
with his own hand? He does this in 
connection with Bible and evangelistic 
talks. Mr. Smith is not only a skill- 
ful cartoonist, but he is a Eible teacher 
and evangelist with an unusually appeal- 
ing message. He is available tor engage- 
ments during January, February, and 
March, 1931. Perhaps your church or 
Sunday-school would like to arrange for 
a series of meetings lasting a week or 
ten days. Communications should be sent 
to the Rev. Wade C. Smith, 303 Hendrix 
Street, Greensboro, N. C. 


A South Sea Pioneer 


HE Life of the late Rev. Charles W. 

Abel, for forty years a missionary in 
New Guinea (Papua), is bcing prepared 
by Mrs. Abel and her son, Russell W. 
Abel. It is hoped that this will be pub- 
lished some time next year. It will in- 
clude a story of the remarkable work 
that has been done among. these former 
cannibals. The life of Mr. Abel was 
filled with adventure and with rich spir- 





75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 


52 cente—Five or more copies, in a | 


package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 

- + The: Sunday School. Times Company. - .- 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


itual experiences. He was the founder 
of the Mission at Kwato, Papua, which 
| has grown to be one of the outstanding 
| pieces of successful missionary work in 
i the South Seas. 

Friends who have letters from Mr. and 
Mrs. Abel or facts and incidents con- 
nected with their life and work are ear- 
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nestly requested to send these as soon as 
possibly to Mr. Russell W. Abel, in care 
of D. L. Pierson, 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City. 

we 


Christian Boys’ Winter Camp 


WINTER camp for boys from 
twelve to twenty years of age will 
be held from Monday, December 29, to 
Thursday, January 1, at the “Come-Inn” 
at Tomkins Cove, New York, near Bear 
Mountain and the Palisade Interstate 
Park. The small hotel will be chartered 
for the camp, so that there will be no 
other guests there at that time. There 
will be fine opportunities for winter 
sports, Christian fellowship, and Bible 
study. The Director of the Camp is 
Alfred A. Kunz, who was one of the 
directors at the Christian Boys’ Camp 
held in 1929 at Doe Lake in Canada, and 
the director of a similar camp held last 
summer at Deerfoot Lodge in the Adiron- 
dacks, both of which were mentioned in 
THE SunpAy ScHoot Times. The fee 
for the outing at Bear Mountain will be 
$10 for each camper, and applicants 
should write to Alfred A. Kunz, 17 South 
Lyle Avenue, Tenafly, N. J. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Jan. 11. My Idea of What a Young Man 
Ought to Be. Exod. 2: 16-20. 

Jan. 18. My Idea of What a Young Woman 
Ought to Be. Prov. 31 : 10-31. 

Jan. 25. What My Denomination Means to 
the World. 2 Cor. 2:14; 4: 1-6. (Denomi- 
national Day. Beginning Christian En- 
deavor Week.) 


Sunday, January 4 


How to Keep on the Upgrade 
(Phil. 3 : 12-16) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Striving (Matt. 7 : 7-14). 
Tues.—Seek first the Kingdom (Matt. 


6 : 33, 34). 
Wed.—Fight the flesh (1 Cor. 9 : 24-27). 
Thurs.—Follow the faithful (Heb. 13: 
7, 8). 
Fri—Look to Jesus (Heb. 12:1, 2). 
Sat.—Watch and pray (Matt. 26:41). 











What helps us to make progress? 
How measure spiritual advancement? 
Do companions help or hinder? How? 


T IS said that in Arizona the Rio 

Puerto is wide and shallow. Its bed 
is nearly all quicksand .on which you 
may travel with safety, provided you 
keep moving. But the instant a halt is 
made, treacherous sand engulfs you. 

ge 

God’s Word makes it plain that this 
life, for the Christian, is not to be one 
of idleness or inaction. We are not per- 
manent residents in this world. We are 
sojourners or travelers. Like Abraham, 
our eyes are to be fixed upon “a city 
which hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God” (Heb. 11:10). Un- 
less year by year we are advancing 
toward that city, we are in peril, for we 
cannot stand still on the road without 
being engulfed by care and ensnared by 
the pleasures and obligations of the 
world. “Marching to Zion” can never 
be accomplished by marking time. 

A certain church is said to have re- 
ported to its general board at the close 
of the year somewhat in this fashion: 


Members received .............-. None 
PMGRUMORE TY, oo oss Si et es oA None 

ON Rao era arr AL None 
pT Se ee hee a ere ee None 


Brethren, pray for us that we may hold 
our own. 


We smile at such a report, of course, 
and yet are we ourselves not satisfied 
sometimes in the thought that at least 
we have held our ground as Christians? 
All too often we are tempted to think 
that having accepted the Lord Jesus 
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Christ as our Saviour we may settle 
down in security and complacency. 

God is looking for an advance all along 
the line. The apostle Paul, in spite of 
his zeal and labor and sacrifice for 
Christ, was not willing to entertain for 
a moment the thought that he had 
reached the limit of what God might 
want of him. Although he trusted God 
and anderstood his Word and his will 
as have few others, nevertheless, he 
would not let himself think that he had 
attained. Instead, as in our Scripture 
lesson he said, “Not as though I had 
already attained, either were already per- 
fect: but I follow after, if that I may 
apprehend that for which also I am appre- 
hended of Christ Jesus.” 

oe 

Since God is expecting us to grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of him in 
1931, it may help us to think of some of 
the things that make for progress in the 
spiritual life. As one of the first of 
these helps we must certainly put down 
the reading of God’s Word. “Faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by. the 
word of God.” If our faith is to grow 
we must feed it first with the sincere milk 
of the Word and then with strong mieat. 

It is the Word that helps to reveal to 
us God’s will. If we are to make prog- 
ress along the path that he has planned 
for us we must know his will. 

Another help toward spiritual advance- 
ment is our prayer time. Here it is that 
in fellowship with our Lord our love for 
him is increased. Here it is that we learn 
to hear and know his voice. Here we 
— courage and strength to do his 
will. 

Another help toward spiritual advance- 
ment is to meet with. others for worship 
and praise. We profit by the Christian 
experience of others, and receive that joy 
and inspiration that comes from the com- 
mon worship of our Lord. Here we find 
encouragement and strength in prayer as 
we claim our Lord’s promise that, where 
any two of us shall agree as touching 
any one thing, it shall be done (Matt. 
18: 19). 

Surely another help toward spiritual 
advancement may be our Christian friends. 
When we associate with those whose 
faces are turned in the same direction 
as ours, we are less likely to be attracted 
into the bypaths of the world. Perhaps 
some of us have had experience in try- 
ing to hold on to friendship with those 
who do not love and serve our Lord. If 
so, we know how difficult it is to please 
them and at the same time please our 
Lord and Master. 

But what yardstick shall we use in 
measuring our spiritual advancement? 
How are we to know in 1931 whether 
we are going forward or slipping back? 
Ah, here is a great pitfall, We are so 
apt to measure by our feelings. Yet we 
are all conscious of the way in which 
our feelings come and go. Can we not 
learn to trust our Lord here? He is the 
only one who can rightly determine 
whether. or not we are progressing. . If 





we are looking to him he will faithfully 
| Show us all we need to know about our 
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\Lesson. for.January 4-..- - 


Christmas 
is a happy time 
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Come Down to Chalfonte-Haddon 
Hall for Christmas. Here Christ- 
mas is a happy adventure that 
lasts all day long. It is full of de- 
lightful surprises for everybody. 
Carols in the morning. Filled 
stockings on the doorknob. A 
family turkey. Wreaths. Gar- 
lands. Here is all the charm of 
a Christmas at home, all the 
gaiety, all the comfort and friend- 
liness ... without.the trouble and 
the attendant exhaustion. In ad- 
dition, there is the beauty of the 
sea, the crispness of the air, the 
brilliance of the winter sun... 
and the Boardwalk by night! ... 
a veritable Christmas Fairyland. 
Write for information. Garage. 


American and European Plans 


Chalfonte- 
Haddon, Hall 


ATLANTIC 
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(Beg, U. 8. Pat. Off.) 


PARTITIONS 
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LLOW each class to have its own room. 

When folded back have one large room 

for Sunday school or church services. Installed in 
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atour factory and guaranteed for 5 years. Send 
for Catalog No. 24. 
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11 East 38th St., New York City 
Offices in all Principal Cities 
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A Whole Year for $1.00 
THE [LLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching worth while! 


“i regard the ‘Illustrator’ as being the dest J can 
get. NM. Henshaw. Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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failure or advancement. He does this 


as we read his: Word and: as we come fo : 


him in prayer and permit him to .show 
us what is displeasing to him. While it 
is right that we should understand what 
helps or hinders our progress, it is not 
right that our eyes should be upon it. 
The place for them is “looking . unto 
Jesus” (Heb. 12:1, 2). As we behold 
him by faith, we are changed into his 
likeness, “from glory to glory, even as 
by the spirit of the Lord” (2 Cor. 3: 18). 
oe 

What opportunity am I giving God to 
keep me on the upgrade? 

How am I hindering my own advance- 
ment? 

Upon whom are my eyes fixed? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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What Screech Owl Told Robin 
"By M. Louise C. Hastings 


OBIN REDBREAST flew into 

Farmer Brown’s wood-lot and lit 
upon a tree. At first he did not look 
around, but a slight breeze made him 
change his position, and he saw he was 
not alone. 

“Oh, excuse me,” he said politely,*“I did 
not know anybody was here.” 

“I am always here in the daytime,” re- 
plied a solemn voice. “I live right here 
in this hollow tree.” 

.Is that so?” said Robin. “Would 
you mind telling me your name?” 

“My name is Screech Owl,’ was the 
reply. “Haven’t you heard me calling 
early in the morning?” 

“No, I think not,” said Robin eyeing 
his new friend. “Do you ever join our 
morning chorus in the orchard?” 

“Never,” was the firm reply. “I ama 
lonely bird, and when your choir begins 
its music I am about ready to go to sleep 
for the day.” 

“That’s queer,” said Robin, looking 
Screech Owl all over from head to foot. 

“Not at all,” said Screech Owl, “There 











is nothing queer about me, but I work 


inthe nighttime «while -you. do your work 


in the sunshine.” 

“Can you see to fly at night?” asked 
Robin. 

“Yes, indeed,” replied Screech Owl. 
“My eyes are made to see in the dark. 
I am one of nature’s night bird scouts, 
I get all my food during the midnight 
hours.” 

“What do you eat?” asked Robin. He 
was learning many things! 

“Oh, I eat field mice and spiders and 
insects and other things,’ answered 
Screech Owl. 

“I should think the field mice would 
hear you coming and run out of your 
way,” said Robin thoughtfully.’ “I should 
if I was a mouse.” 

“That is one of the interesting things 
about me,” said Screech Owl. “My 
feathers are made so that there is no 
sound when I fly. I am a bird that is 
known for his silent flight and keen eyes.” 

“Well, I never knew anything about 
you before,” said Robin. “You are quite 
a wonderful bird. Can you sing?” 

“I have no beautiful song like yours,” 
replied Screech Owl, “but my mate likes 
to hear my call. She thinks that is 
pretty fine music, and my little ones like 
my song, too.” 

For a while Robin sat very still, think- 
ing of all Screech Owl had told him. 
Then he remarked, “The farmers must 
think a great deal of you and your work. 
If you eat the mice that injure their 
grain they must be glad to have you live 
in their wood-lots.” 

“I hope they hike me,” replied Screech 
Owl, “but I don’t know. You see, we do 
all our work while they are asleep, and 
I fear some of them do not understand 
how helpful we are.” 


“I shall tell all the farmers around |! 


here about your good work when I re- 
turn from the sunny South next spring,” 
said Robin. “I shall sing about you 
from the housetops. Good-bye, I am go- 
ing south now,” and Robin flew away as 
suddenly as he had appeared in the tree, 
and Screech Owl saw him no more. 
“Now I'll finish my nap,” he said as he 
dropped his eyelids. 
DorcHEsTER, Mass. 


Church Equipment Service 
Multiplying Your Message 


INISTERS and committee secretaries 

are constantly confronted with the 
necessity of sending out numbers of 
notices Or announcements. ‘The minister 
must be continually alert in keeping in 
touch with each individuai or group in 
his church, and his responsibilities and 
activities are never ending, and the de- 
mands on his time quite often allow in- 
sufficient time in his study. 

Many churches use a printed weekly 
bulletin with the order of Sunday serv- 
ices and announcements of various meet- 
ings. In addition to this, however, it is 
often necessary to send out postcard 
notices of meetings, or perhaps an eleventh 
hour change of meeting date. The Mis- 
sionary Society, the Men’s Bible Class, 
the Building Committee, and other groups 
find it hard to assemble the members on 
short notice. 

Every minister or business man will 
give unqualified endorsement of the value 
of a duplicating device for the varied 
purposes of church work. Numbers of 
letters, announcements, forms, or illus- 
trations can be duplicated rapidly and in- 
expensively. It can be in almost coystant 
use by the groups who send out notices 
or make up programs or instructions. As 
an illustration, copies of new Christmas 
carols could be made for the entire Sun- 
day-school at a considerable saving. Each 
class or group that has given a pageant 
or e1itertainment knows how important 
the printed lines or instructions are for 
every member to take home and mem- 
orize. 

There are various types of duplicating 
devices on the market, the simplest of 
which is the type resembling a large rub- 
ber stamp. The gelatin film carrying the 





impression is fastened to the rounded 
base, and it is simply rocked to and fro on 
the sheet to make the imprint. Another 
form of the film duplicator is the flat 
type in which the film rolls from -either 
end, the sheet to be imprinted is laid on, 
and a soft rubber roller passed back and 
forth several times. 

The rotary type presents the advantage 
of speed and automatic alignment, and in 
some cases is motor driven. Still another 
is the kind in which printing type is set 
in grooves in the drum, which is either 
hand or electrically driven, and great 
numbers of copies can be produced. These 
closely resemble a typewritten letter and 
give an appearance of individuality. 

Many members of each congregation 
use machines like these mentioned in their 
business offices, and perhaps are occa- 
sionally requested to send out letters or 
announcements for their church. They 
will fully realize how important and in- 
dispensable it is to them, and how it 
would serve equally well for many pur- 
poses in church work. A duplicating de- 
vice makes a valuable gift for a group 
or society to present to the church. 

It is certain that constantly keeping in 
touch by this method with al! the members 
of a congregation, telling them the news 
of the church in an informal manner, and 
constantly reminding them of their mem- 
bership and its obligations, will minimize 
personal visits, letters, and telephone calls. 

Further information on the additional 
uses of duplicating devices and detailed 
descriptions of them will be sent to you 
by the manufacturers if you will address 
your request to Church Equipment Serv- 
ice, THE SuNpAY ScHoo. TIMES, 325 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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He Received 
a Salary 








Raise Eleven 
Times 


‘*I want to relate what the 
Lord has done to a family 
since they contribute to the 
cause of the Jewish mission. 
The head of the family, a 
man about 45 years of age, 
has received a raise in salary 
eleven times since they have 
contributed to the cause of 
bringing the gospel to the 
Jews, which, of course, is 
only secondary to the spirit- 
ual blessings the Lord has 
bestowed upon them.” 
(Name and address in our 
files.) 

You see, it’s this way; the Jews 
are God's property, and you 
can’t touch them for good without 
some blessing sticking, as a con- 
tagion, to you; no less than did 
the poor woman who said, ‘ Let 
me but touch the hem of His 
garment !” 

Do you know of anything more 
directly in the line of God’s bless- 
ing than helping those ‘‘of whom 
as concerning the flesh, Christ 
came”? Or, do you know of any 
other people or person concerning 
whom He has said, ‘‘I will bless 
them that bless thee”’ ? 

Our work merits your every confi- 
dence. Our field is not only the 2,000,- 
000 Jews of New York, but the 4,000,- 
000 Jews of America. And through co- 
operating missionaries we are repre- 
sented, and our Yiddish publications 
are being distributed, in all the im- 
portant Jewish centers of the world. 
In America, Branches are being estab- 
lished in the larger cities as the Lord 
gives us the means and the workers. 
Your help and prayers are always 
needed. ‘‘ The Chosen People,"’ loved 
by many Bible students for its helpful 
information on Prophecy and the Jews, 
is sent to all contributors, May we 
hear from you? 


American Board of Missions 


To The Jews, Inc. 
27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn, N. Y. 


DEAGAN 


TOWER CHIMES 


Played from keyboard, direct from 
organ consoleor automatically. Price, 
$4375 and up. Literature on request. 
J. C. Deagan, Inc., 185 Deagan Bldg., Chicago 
RU ER RRO 




































C ntinual Publicity. 


OI Your Chu D 


at no expense after the first snail cost. Chenge) 
your message every week or as often as you) 
wish. 20,000 churches use it. 

SAG ~ HE. Winters Specialty Co., Davenport, lows 


WINTERS ILLUMINATED BULLETINS | 



















Quick Relief! 


For rashes and all forms of itching, 
burning, disfiguring skin irritations. 


Cutieura Ointment 


Price 26c. Sample free of ‘‘Cuticura,” Dept. B, 
Malden, Mass. 














In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised ip this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the ade 
vertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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“Christian Life” 
Series 


Sunday School 
Lesson Helps 


Following the 
International Uniform Lesson Topics 


Pointed, Sound, and Practical 
Sample Pack on Application 


Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 




















AMERICAN’ TRACT SOCIETY 
NEW PRIZE CONTEST For 


BEST TRAGTS 


First Prize $100.00 and Gold Medal 
Second Prize $50.00. Third Prize $25.00 


Annuity, Bonds’ 


Exceptionally Attractive. Safe and Satisfactory 


A REMARKABLE BIBLICAL DISCOVERY 
By William Phillips Hall 


A noheworthy treatise on the DEITY of CHRIST 
—indispensable for Christian workers. Endorsed 
by Evangelical leaders. Postpaid $1.50. 


Send for particulars concerning the book, 
the Prizes, and the Annuity Bonds. 


American Tract Society, 7 W. 45th St., New York City 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


Headquarters 
373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 























Missionaries 200, African laborers 600, preaching 
and teaching the great essentials of the Scriptures in 
25 dialects in East and Central Africa. Bible Schools, 
Hospitals, and many dispensaries operated. The hope 
of Africa lies in the knowledge of an Almighty Re- 
deemer, of a whole Bible, and a Spirit-filled native 
ministry. 





Inland Africa and other literature mailed 
free on request. 
A work of faith in dark Africa. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
Head’s S. S. Record £28 FRERETARY 
For 27 classes, $1.50; 65 classes, $2.00 


> 
Head’s S. S. Class Books 
Simple, time-saving. Gives a perfect record of entire 
school. TRY IT THIS YEAR 
A returnable sample copy of both books for 
examination on request. 


F. H. REVELL COMPANY,158 Sth Ave., New York 




















A BUSINESS OF YOUR OWN 


Material depression turns people’s mind to things 
spir:tual. Our country needs WHOLESOME and 
CHRISTIAN books. We publish and import 
them. We tist ONLY books which are true to 
4 Bible. Some 600.-titles in Fiction. Fine Religious 

Books. AGENTS WANTED in ALL SEC- 
4 TIONS. BIG COMMISSION. Ask for CATA- 
- LOGUES, TERMS, etc. 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 
234 Pearl Street. Grand Rapids, Mich. 














PRAY FOR THE 


Bible Lands Gospel Mission 


A FAITH WORK 
Seeking to win souls snd train lives for His service 
through bible teaching in schools, preaching,and distri- 
bution of tracts and gospels. Literature upon request. 
Field addres 
Box 891, Beirut 
Mt. Lebanon, Syria 


a 


Home address 
113 Fulton St. 
New York City 








\ By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. J 


Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 29 to January 4 
Mon.—Malachi 3:1-6. ‘ehovah’s Messenger. 
Only the first clause of verse 1 refers 
to John the Baptist. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ is God’s Messenger of the Cove- 
nant. This passage has in view both 
advents. Even the sons of Levi, the 
priest, needed purging in the Restoration 
period on to the time of Jesus of Naz- 
areth. And when we see so many min- 
isters in nearly every denomination going 
into Modernism today, do not the Chris- 
tian leaders need purging? The same 
evils that characterized Malachi’s day 
are strikingly prevalent in our own day, 
which shows that the secos2 Advent is 
imminent now, as the First was then. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
missionary staff of Dr. Herbert Macken- 
sie’s Gospel Church in Cleveland, Ohio, 
and for Mr. and Mrs. Couser who will 
leave shortly for their work in Abyssima. 
The staff of this church consists of: 
Mr. Sam Higginbottom, Allahabad, In- 
dia; Miss Gertrude Bowyer, Tanganyika 
Territory, East Africa; Mrs. L. C. Don- 
aldson, the Rev. and Mrs. C. Gordon 
Beacham, Gelengu, Nigeria, W. Africa; 
Mrs. C. F. Hummel, Zagun, Nigeria, 
West Africa; Mrs. G..Sanderson, Dama 
Kasuwa, Nigeria, West Africa; Mrs. J. 
Procter, Angola, Portuguese West Af- 
rica; Miss Jessie Bergens, La Rioja, Ar- 
gentine, South America; Miss Isabel 
Jack, La Rioja, Argentine, South Amer- 
ica; Mr. Walter A. Ohman, Addis 
Ababa, Abyssinia, Africa; Miss Betty 
Moreland, Chicago Hebrew Mission, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Tues.—Luke 1 : 8-22. 
The Parentage of John the Baptist. 

It has been said that behind every great 
man may be found a great mother. When 
both parents are great in the sight of 
the Lord they raise children who are 
great in the sight of the Lord (cf. v. 6 
with v. 15). God will never be without 
strong representative men. Are our 
homes the kind where he can find men to 
use! 

Prayer SuaGcestions: Pray for the 
graduates of the Columbia (S. C.) Bible 
College who have recently sailed for the 
foreign field: Maude MacLaren to Pal- 
estine, Lois Ewell to Egypt, Thilda Lind- 
holm to Costa Rica, and for two who 
were planning to sail in October; for Joy 
Ridderhof to Honduras, Wellesley Devitt 
to Africa. Pray also for the Rev. and 
Mrs. Roy E. Shaffer and their four chil- 
dren, who planned to sail November 6 
to Kenya Colony, under the Africa In- 
land Mission. 

Wed.—Luke 1 : 57-66. 
The Birth of John the Baptist. 

A supernaturally born son could not 
be less than “Jehovah’s gift” to his par- 
ents and to his nation. So his name had 
to be John, “Zacharias, ~Jr.,” would 
not do at all. His birth was unusual in 
that from that earliest hour in infancy 
he was filled with the Holy Ghost (cf. 
Luke 1:15 with Eph. 5:18). Our en- 
thusiasm for Christ should always come 
from supernatural stimulant (cf. Acts 
2: 13-16). May the Lord give us divine 
intoxication! It will be a sign of the 
coming revival. 

PraYeR SuGGESTIONS: Pray for Mr. 
and Mrs. William H. Nowack of Miyang, 
Honan, China, who had to go ro Kikung- 
shan in August because of conditions; 
for them to go on with their Bible School, 
which the government allowed them to 
continue, provided they changed the word 
“School” to some other word. 
Thurs.—Matthew 3: 1-12 

John’s Testimony Concerning Himself. 

John testifies that he is just a voice (v. 
3) “crying in the wilderness.” The natu- 
ral wilderness was a symbol of the world’s 








When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


moral wilderness. Crooked paths in hu- 
man hearts are to be made straight be- 


| fore the Lord. We can be “voices” pro- 


§ For Family Worship -) claiming the great fact that the Lord is 


soon to be manifested in glory to a world 
which is to be rid of everything that is 
unholy. We need John-like humility. 

Prayer SuGcestions: Pray for Mrs, 
G. Sanderson who when she returned 
recently to her work in Nigeria, to the 
Chawi people, wrote: “Leaving Martha 
Jo has been the hardest thing I have ever 
been called upon to do and I thank God 
for the sustaining prayers of His chil- 
dren on our behalf. I’m sure without 
them the parting would have been almost 
too much to bear. She came down to 
the train to see us off and was very brave 
till we stepped on the train. Then she 
started to cry as though her heart would 
break. I got awake in the maght still 
hearing her cries ringing in my ears.” 
Pray for all missionaries who must be 
separated from their children for Christ’s 
sake and the Gospel’s. 
Fri.—Matthew 11 : 7-14 

Jesus’ Testimony Concerning John. 

“Elijah was translated in a chariot of 
fire; but John died a felon’s death, for 
the forerunner was to be as his Lord. 
The worthless Ahab reappears in Herod 
with similar germs of good struggling 
with evil. Herodias answers to the cruel 
Jezebel. As Ahab in spite of himself re- 
spected Elijah, so Herod John; but in 
both cases the bad woman counteracted 
the good. John in prison fell into the 
same dejection concerning the failure of 
the Messianic Kingdom, because it did 
not come in outward manifestation, as 
Elijah under the juniper. In both cases 
God came in the still small voice, not 
the earthquake and fire.”—Canon Fausset. 


PRAYER SuGGesTions: Pray for the 
increase of the circulation of “The North- 
ern Cross,’ the brilliant “organ” of the 
Point Barrow, Alaska, Mission of the 
Presbyterian Church, edited by the Rev. 
Henry W. Greist, M.D., and associates, 
“gotten out by mimeograph with grave 
difficulty always, and sometimes not at 
all; sent out of the North-by dogs, only 

















(Lesson for Jan. 4) DECEMBER 20, 1930 


once, in summer, by ship; protagonist of 
top of the world evangelism via Dolo- 
rosa; $1 a year to those who care to 
help, sent free to those who appreciate 
and pass it on. Pray for all the remark- 
able work of this Mission. 
Sat.—John 1 : 29-34. 
John’s Testimony Concerning Jesus. 

It is interesting that though Christ 
is of the Melchizedek order of priest- 
hood, he was of kinship with the Aaronic 
order, since Mary and Elisabeth were 
cousins. Though John was acquainted 
with Jesus as his kinsman, it.was the 
descent of the dove of the Spirit upon 
Jesus that identified Jesus to John as 
Messiah and Lamb of God. In a lesser 
degree of course, is it not the indwelling 
Spirit in us that identifies us as genuine 
Christians ? 


PRAYER SuccEsTIons: Pray for funds 
to keep the Bible School of Moses Gitlin 
going on in Radost, Poland, in these hard 
times; for a number of consecrated stu- 
dents who want to go on in the Word 
in preparation for their life work. 
Sun.—Luke 1: 67-79. The Benedictus. 

How we should thank God for a Gospel 
historian like Luke, who secured for us 
the songs of Mary and Zacharias (cf. 
Luke 1:1-4). The unselfishness of this 
father in exalting Christ rather than his 
own wonderful.son is impressive in the 
Benedictus. In the Old Testament God 
“visited” usually in judgment; in the 
New Testament, in mercy. In verse 60, 
Zacharias shows that he knew Mary was 
of the royal house of David. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS : Pray for the pro- 
posed committee being formed to carry out 
the plan of the Rev. W. Cameron Towns- 
end of the Central American Misston (3611 
Congress Avenue, Dallas, Texas) to get 
the Gospel to the four hundred tribes of 
Latin American Indians by means of air- 
plane evangelism; pray for the aviators 
who have already been secured; pray for 
funds to carry on.the work; pray that 
this may be indeed a new era in missions 
for speedy world evangelization. 
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“I prefer American Bible 
Society bonds before 
many others, first ‘ore- 


Words of Pr. aise iow cn ey a 


for a Plara that \ sx vtest spices 
Aistributes the 


- 
“The satisfaction that I 
can help to aid the Gospel 
© message and that the work 
will continue perhaps long 


that our gift will ulti- 
mately aid a at mission- 
ary agency. We like your 
promptaess in remittance.”’ 





after I have gone gives me 
pleasure.” 
} 


““One attractive feature of 
your annuity bond agree- 
ment is that it pays a good 
substantial income to the 
Annuitant as long as he 
lives; and pays it 
promptly,” 
fe 


“The thing most gratifying 
to me is the knowledge 
that after I am gone my 
money will still be at 
work. That is, it means 
ermanency of Gospel 
roclamation.”’ 


co 

“I am now past seventy- 
one, and have money in- 
vested in other ways that 
give me trouble and anx- 
iety; but the income from 
your annuity bond —— 
ment comes as regularly as 
the seasons.”’ 
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“I have a real joy in the 
thought that I can have a 
share in the truly wonder- 
ful work the Bible Society 
is doing for the whole 
world. I consider this is the 
best investment I have ever 
; made.”’ 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
The Bible House, Astor Place, New York, N. Y. 


oe Gentlemen: 1 would like to learn about the plan which assutes as 
9 high as 9% according to age. Please send me without obligation 
on my part your booklet No. 175.8. entitled “Bibles and Bonds” 
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